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To the th. 


READER. 


Lbeit theſe our happy Days in ſome re- 
ſpe, good Chriſtian, have and en- 
joy divers and ſundry Works, tends 

1 ing 19 the ſubverſion of Belial, and 
ereftion of Gadlineſs ; yet conſidering, that as 
earthly, ſo we ſpiritual Soldiers ſeldom run to the 
Watch without Ailarm, I thought it convenient 
to call upon you with this grave and goaly Book, 
of long time hid ix Hebrew, now come to light | 
in Engliſh. The Malice of the Jewiſh People 
in concealing it, by reaſon of Chrift the righ« 
teous ſo oſten prefigured, was intollerable; but 
the (ngular Providence of God in preſerving it, 
unſpeakabie ;, and now at laſt tho" chargeable, 

yer fruitful is the. expreſſing, and printing in our 
natural Lang nage, of thu jo worthy, ſo golden a 
Writ Being of ut ſelf, without the accefſary 
painting ef eloquent Speech, a Mirrour for Prin. 
ces, a Preacuer for all Chriſtians, 4 beautiful | 
Glaſs fer Women, for Children, Servants, and. 
ſuch lite; a wiſe, plauſible, aud molt ready 
S:.o0t- Maſter, tor to apply to every particular 
ate, his ec uit ar Property. A 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Art tbou 4 Prince, a Magiſtrate, a Ruler, let 
Juda rule thee, If thou thinkef uren manhy 
Courage, be teacheth Valiantneſs, If thou ſeek 
" $0 Govern aright, he willeth thee to fly Tyranny. 


5 If thou thirit after Manners of Life, be ſound- 


erh it ont, that Vain-glory, Fornication and 
Diſcord, blemiſh, weaken, and at length utterly 
conſume Nobility. 

Let me proceed farther, and as a Oueſtion, 
Art thou 4 Biſhop, a Minifter, a Preacher of 
ChrifP's Birth, Life, and Death? Behold 
Levi 4 Larntherun. Thou cant teach thy 
ſelf, but he can teach thee better, Than ſpeakeſt 


to others, hearken to him that talketh to thee of 


thy Office, how holy it is, how honourable; the 
contemners thereof, how miſerable ;, by whom be- 
gun, continued, and confirmed. Of thy State of 
Lije, That, and how it ſhould be, Nunquam 
ſine Sale, fine Sole. To be ſhort, of thy Bleſ- 
ſeaneſs, if thou be Godly, Wiſe, and Learned; 
Of thine, and their Plague: where thou live ſt, 
if Wicked and Ignorant. 
What ſhould 1 ſay more ? Look upon Jacob, 
O you Parents, purſue the Twelve godly Fathers 
in Time and Order: Learn of him, and his, to 
pray to God in Corifts Name for your Chil- 
dren, have regard to their Inſtruftion : The 
want of the former, your Children ſhall miſs ; 
the neglelt of the latter, you yourſelves ſhall be- 
wail. For the bearty Prayer of a Father to 
the Almighty for bis Children, is a right ſin- 
gular Benefit ;, but he that for fooliſh Pity giveth 
them the Bridle, is before God accounted a guilty 
partaker 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
partaker of this ſinſal Race. View this Book, 


there fore; hearken how to teach your ſelves and _ ? 
x — You have already | 
handled a ſick Man's Salve, enjoy not at 


your Children. 


length 4 fick Man's Tongue, to inſtruct them 
when you lexve them, and what to leave them 
when you Die, elſe their End will be Lamen- 
tation, but yours lamentable Miſery. | 
And come you hither, you Children of the 
Earth, read, ſer, and ſay, that Old Father 
Kuben, with his good Brethren, readily, and 
rightly deſcribe the bleſſed Path of Righteouſneſs, 
and the forlorn Way of Belial ; the one to fly, 
the other to follow. Wilt thou begin with the 
Elect, for that old Age ſeemeth Wiſe ? Stop 
not then the Ears of thy Heart and Body to ſo 
miſe and ſwect a Charmer. O the Number”! 
O the ughy Pictures of thoſe deadly Spirits, that 
he bath ſo orderly Numbred, and cunningly Co- 
Coloured! | 


Lechery, Pride, 

Envy, Vain-Glory, 
Gluttony, Unrighteouſneſs, 
Bravery, Wilful Ignorance. 


Al theſe, as they ſeem, are indeed pernici- 
ow : But the fermer is moſt deteſtable, the 
end whereof is conſumption of this earthly Body, 
and deſtruct ion of the Soul, Which Well-Sprong 


and Puddle of Evil, if thou wilt have dried up, 
ceaſe from Drunkenneſs ;, if not ſee it, have nut 
a narrow and greedy Eye upon a beautiful 
Face. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Face. If not Drink, yet ſtop thy Mouth from 


buſie Oueftions with Women, To conclude, if 


not therein be duc led and drowned, uſe Labour, 


tame Youthfulneſs, For in this I over-ſhaot- 
ing my ſelf ( ſaith Ruben t0 his Children) 1 de- 
filed my Father's Bed. Therefore look not 


upon the Beauty of Women, muſe not upon 


their doings, but keep your ſelves occupied 
elther in Learning, or ſome Work : Charge 


your Wives and Daughters, that they trim 


not their Heads; will them to chaſten their 
Looks; for every Woman that dealeth De- 
ceitfully in thoſe things, is reſcrved to the 
Puniſhment of the World to come. 

Which trade of Life to eſchem, ſeeing it i- 
difficalt, without the fulfilino of the Law, and 
the Lam partly carſiſteth in mutual Love, ſtrive 


with Simeon, the ſecond Brother, to avoid Strife, 


which blindeth the Mind, pineth the Bedy, and 
provoketh Murder. The Remedy whereof, is 
both forgiving and forgetting. Tale to thee lo- 
ſeph's chearfal Countenance, a perſect Platform 
of quiet Mind, yet ſet before thine Eyes, Si- 
meoR's mithered Hand, a right Plague for 


ſuch A Sin. All which Diſquenneſs and Ai ſ- 


chief ſafely to ſet aſide, let not Juda be ſer a- 
part. Gather by him Experience, that for 4 
Man to glory in his own Nor li is ſinful, and 
he which upbraideth another Man's Vice, ſtands 
eth ſlippery. Juda checkech Ruben his eldeft 
Brother with his Fornication. Mark, Who fin- 
ned immediately, but envious and railing Juda? 
Did he not offend after the Fleſh in the Canas 

nite s 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


nite's Houſe ? Did he not take a Wife with». 
out Conſent of his Parents? Twe great Sint, | 
and alas in theſe our Days, too much uſed; yet | 
puniſhed, the one with Want, or at leaſt, but lit= 
tle Comſort in Children, ſaith Father Juda the 
Patriarch; but the other with intolerable Dan. 
ger of Body and Soul, ſaith St. Paul. Where: 
fore abſtain from Mine, abhor Drunkenneſs, 
for ſuch a one ſlandereth not, rehearſeth not 
another Man's Sins, breedeth no_ Sedition, but 
embraceth Love and Charity in @ ſingle Heart; 
4 good Father \ſſachar, who never railed, nor 
was hurtful and ſpiteful to his Neighbony 7, ne- 
ver cat bis Meat alone, but gave part to the 
Poor ; never removed the Bounds and Marks 
of other Men's Grounds, but loved all Men as 
his natural Children. O that as we read this, ſo 
we may expreſs the ſame in Life and Conver= 
ſation. Mercy and Love is a precious Jewel, the 
maintainers whereof being, jointly connexed, 
proſper, once diſſever d, come to nonght. For 
the Waters ( ſaith Zebulon) waſh away the 
Sand, when the Stones and Timber are diſſole 
ved; whoſe Mercy and ſingular Compaſſion was 
rewarded ſingularly. Sift bis Teſtament, re- 
ſemble his rare Charity, in cloathing the Nas 
led, and feeding the Hungry, known and un- 
known, as well Strang ers as his Country-men. 


Let not the Spirit of Dan poſſeſs your Mind. 


Suffer not the Wrath of Gad to ſettiè in your 
Heart; fer ſuch work with Three fore Inſtru- 
ments, bitier Speech, Teacher y, and violem 


44 Hands, 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
Hands, yielding Fruit net mach unlike, as yan 
may read, as you may ſee. 

Wilt thou be taught the ready Path to that 
thou dot feek ? Two Ways there be ( ſaith 
Aſer) Vice the one, the other Virtue. Nep- 
” thalim's Race embrace the latter, eſchew ihe 
Fermer. But he that walketh is them both, 

blindeth Men, deceiveth himſelf, ard mocketh 
God; whoſe double fac Dealing ſhall be double 
| * puniſhed, Such are the Covetous, ſuch are they 
that are Merciſul in Wickezneſs, ſuch are 

they ( ſaith Aﬀer ) that ſaft from Ateats, but 

mt from Fornication. 
ö Have therefore a ſimp'e Heart with righteous 
Joſeph, the Bleſſed of the Lord : That right 
Fzure of JE SUS CHRIST : For Ha- 
rred he ſkewed Lower, being Curſed, be Bleſſed; 
being Shot through, he did net /o much as bend 
his Bow, Tho" bis Brethren would have {lain 
im; tho" they caſt him into a Nell; the they 
Sold him as a Bond-Slave, and that to Stran- 
gers, ſuch as hated Shepherds mortaly, of nhom 
be nas Whipped and Tormented, yet he, when 
they flood in fear, gave them comfort, when 
they well nigh famijhed, gave them food; when 
' by bis Authority, ke might deſtroy, he by bis 
Authority did preſerve : being ber Lord, be 
ſed them as his Betters; being their Brother, 
accepting them as bis Children : Their Un kind- 
[ neſs not, ſpoken of, their Conſpiracies forgotten, 
their cruel Dealing, mot lovingly, moit werci- 
fully forgiuen. You have heard his Love towards 
bis Neighbour, bear ken to his Obedience towards 
| — 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Ced. When he ws miſerably afflicted, did be 
rage and ſwell ? When he was made a Bond. 
ave of a Freeman's Son, did he cry out on Hea- 
ven ? Being utterly forſaken, did he impatiently 
accuſe God's Juſtice ? No, Lxpectans, expe- 
ctavit Dominum : And at the laſt, the Lord 
which hid his Face, did ſhew his Countenance; of 
a Caitiff, in reſpett making him ec; of a Free- 
man, Wealtky ;, of a wealthy Subject, an honour- 
able Ferſonage, Lord Preſident of Pharoah's *' 
Land : Whem the Egyptians being alive, lo- 
ved; being dead, loved; being rotten, loved : 
Whom living, neitber Wealth nor Woe could make 
to ſwell ; Neither Promiſe or Threats of the 
Egyptian S:rumpet could make ſlide : and there- 
fore being Dead, neither World, Devil, nor 
Man's Policy could make forgotten. O that 
our mortal Race might thus begin, thus per- 
ſevere ; might thus, thus, O Lord, moſt 
happily finiſh ! The Spirit is willing, but 
the Fleſh is weak. Learn therefor? of Benja- 
min to inflame thy Heart, that thou may ſt be 
ready both in Body and Soul, Let us { ſaith 
Eccleſiaſt.) and 74 ſay I, Let us bebold ) Com- 
mend the noble famous Men, and the Gene- 
ration of our fore Efders. For many glo- 


rious Acts hath the Lord done in them, and 


ſhewed his great Power ever ſince the Be- 
ginning. Upon this Conſideration, and eſptcie 
ally for that I would have nothing wanting * 
this Book, that might content thee, I thought i: 
a well pertinent to deal with the righteous Fa- 
ther, as with the godly Children: For yo Sha- 
43 do 


Jacob's Bleſſing; fo may we throughly Chai 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


dow a Face only without a Body, hath his 

deſerved Commendation ; but whoſo paint- 

eth a Leg without a Body, or a Body with- 
out a Head, it ſhall not be amiſs, as I ſup- 

poſe, as well to term him a fooliſh Painter, 

as to judge the thing undiſcreetly painted. 

Wherefore as well to ſee the Head as the 

Leg, and to hear the Father as the _— 

I have faithfully drawn out of Scripture (and 

not according, to my Fancy faſhioned ) the 


Death and Teſtament of Jacob, that bleſſed | 


and right happy Father, added to this anci- | 
ent Monument of the Chiidren. Therefore 
to recompence my Pains, read them, but 

read them diligently; neither read only, but 
be content to follow : For the Imitation of 
good and godly Men, is the dir ect Way and 
Courſe to Godlineſs ; ſo may we account of 


lenge to be bis Children; Children I meaa, 
zot by Fleſh, but Spirit. 


The Lord which made Heaven and Earth, 
the Lord which gave bis SON to ſhed his 
peril Blood for  ; 60 D which diſpoſeth 

ell things to his Fleaſure, preſerve our KING, 
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increaſe our Faith, and make us thankful for bis 


Eene fist. 


Richard Day. 
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made at his Death to his Twelve 
Sons the PAI KIARCH) concerning 
what ſhould betide them in the lalt 
Days, gather'd out of Gens, 48, 
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Geod Father Jacob having ſpent his Age, 
in an upright, aud ani Pilgrimage, 
Before his Soul takes Abt, bis Head dce, raiſe. 
Aud thas to Joſeph and his Bret hren ſays ; 


Mark well, my Sons, the Things I give, 
My Bielling, and my Bap; 
The gr to them that Gedly live, 7 : 
Tie laſt to wicked Man, 115 
he 
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GENESIS, xxv. xxvi. 


Acob the Son of Iſaac, born of Rebecca, in 
the Year of the Woild 2108. His Fa- 
ther being threeſcore Years of Age, was a 
perfect Man, and righteous, dwelling in 
Tents , not given to Pleaſure and Hunting, 
as his elder Brother, elder by Nature, not by 


Grace ; For the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, | 


faith the Lord, Rom. 9. Why ? Not for 
that Jac h had ſo deſerved, but GOD had fo 
appointed. Wherefore whea he thus by the 


determinate Win of God, and heavenly. 


Diſpoſition, which ordercth all things hat- 
foever, had got his Brother's Birthright, 


and his Father's Bleſſing, (Gen. 25. 26. 27.) 


bis. Parents confideripg that the {lippery 


Days of carnal Copulatica did, approach; 
and warily fearing his Brother E/as, for that 


gde conceived Murder in his Heart, and inſti- 
| tyted 
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The Teſtament of JACOB, 

tuted a Birth-Day for bis deviliſh Purpoſe, 
ſent him from Berſaba to Meſoporamia, to 
Læban his Mother's Brother, there honeſtly 
to take a Wife, and quietly to live. For 
Matrimony, without conſent of Pareats, and 
due Conſideration of either Party contracted, 
as it breedeth their Diſquietneſs, ſo it pro- 


voketh God's Diſpleaſure. 


For our fond Age let this a Maxim be, 

Let Parents te thy Marriage Vows apree, | 
Elſe juſtly fear t will prove contentions Strife, 
And make uneaſy all the Days of Life, 

Here the Eleft may (ee their Lot is Pain, 
For which, hereafter they ſhall Glory gan, 
Here with Examples, Bond and Free are Het, 
Since this Life's but 4 Pilgrimage at belt. 


Jacob therefore after long Travel, being 
placed with his Uncle Laban, and ſerving 
him fourteen Years in Labour and Pain, al- 
tho' he was the Child of Promiſe, the Bleſſed 
of the Lord, born of a Free Woman, and 
that which is more, his Uncle's Bone and 
Fleſh, and Lord of Canaan. Not arguing with 
himſelf as the worldly Children of this Earth 
ſaying, Shall I, which am a free and-wealthy 
Man's Son, be made a Servant? Shall I be 
a t»rudge in my Kinfman's Houſe, being ſent 
to Marry, and not to Serve? had given him 
by Laban to Wife for his good Service ( by 


v bich God bleſſed that little that Laban hack 


before ) bis two Daughters, Leab firſt, then 
n 


The Teſtament 
Kachel, with their Hand-maids Bitha, and Zil- 
gha; of whom, according to the Promiſe 
made to him in Bethel, that his Seed ſhould 
be multiplied, he begat twelve Sons, twelve 
godly Fathers of the Earth, viz: Ruben, Si- 
meon, Levi, Juda, Dan, Neptalim, Gad. Aſer, 
Iſachar, Zebulon, Joſeph, Benjamin. 

Thus he being bleſſed of the Lord, as well 
in Children as in Subſtance, returned again 
to his Native Couptrey, he and his Children 
there to live, and there to die. But behold 
the divine Providence of God ! After three 
and thirty Years expired, he was removed 
from Canaan to Goſhen in Egypt, by means of 
his Son Joſeph, chief Steward of Pharoah's 
Land, whom his Brethren heretofore had 
Sold; where, when he bad lived 17 Years, | 
and ſeen his Family increaſed excecding]y, 
to his great Joy and Comfort, no doubt, 
eſpecially all the other Countries about be- 
ing plagued with a great Famine, and he 
by God's Mercy not greatly feeling the ſame, 
perceiving alio his troubleſome Pilgrimage 
drawing to an end, called his Soa Joſeph to 
him, and faid, I I kave found Grace in thy 
ſir bt, O put thy Hand under my Thich (for in 
this order they tock an Oath in Jacob's 
time ) deal mercifully with me, end truly, bury 
me not in Egypt, but let me ſleep with my 
Fatkers, Where natiag his ſure Faith in 
the Promiſe of God made to bis Fathers, 
willed bim to look for Canaan his hoped 
Izheritagce,. and not to truſt in Fhareah's 

| Land. 


of JACOB. | 
Land. To which his Requeſt, when Joſeph _ 
bis loving Son, obediently did condeſcend, 
Jacob taking a little more Strength unto him, 
aud fitting up, deſirous alſo to ſhew forth the 
great Goodneſs of the Lord, in preſerviag 
him and bis, ſaid, God Almighty appeared unto | 
me at Luz, in the Land of Canaan, and bleſſed 
me, ſaying, * Behold, I wiil make thee fruit- 
ful, and cauſe thee to multiply, and will 
make a great number of People of thee, 
and will give this Land unto thy Seed for 
an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. Thy Sons Ma- 
naſſeb and Ephraim, I take as mine own, 
their own Brethren ſhall be called after 
their Name. [ that is, ſhall be under their 
Tribes, ] As | came from Meſopotamia, 
Rachel dicd in the Land of Canaan, and was 
buried by the way to Ephrata, the ſame 
is Bethlehem, 
Then Jacob, tho' ſomewhat dim for Age, 
beholding Joſeph's two Sons, ſaid, What are 
theſe ? To whom Foſeph anſwered ; They 
are my Sons which God hath given me. O | 
bring them to me, ( ſaid Jaceb) and let me 
Bleſs them; I had not thought to have ſeen 2? 
thy Face, Joſeph, yet lo, God hath ſhewed 
me thy Seed. | | - 
= God, in whoſe ſight my Fathers Ara. 
am and Iſaac did walk : God which hath 
fed me all my Life long unto this Day, and 
the Angel which hath delivered me from 
a] evil, Bleſs theſe Lads, and let my Name 
be named on them, and the Name of of 
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| The Teſtament 
Counted as one of hu Chil- Fathers, Abraham, F 
dren, not that they ſhould and Ifaac, and that 

Pray unto him being Dead, 
a: Eckius gather d. they may grow 1ato 
a Multitude in the 


1 


Earth. —— 
Then, as Foſeph lifted his Father's Hand 


from Ephraim do Manaſſe⸗ the Elder, Jacob 
ſaid, Let it be, I know well my Son, he 
„ : ſhall _ be a great 
08 hat d n People, but his young» 
de will. Faith Facob di- 
— os Tat 5 get but Brother ſhall be a 
hoped for. greater. In thee let 
IP Iſrael Bleſs, and ſay, 
God make thee as Ephraim and Manaſſer. 
After this, he fainting, ſaid; Behold, Joſeph, 
I die, God ſhall be with you, and bring you 
again to the Land of your Fathers. Moreo- 
ver, I give unto thee a portion of Land above 
thy Brethrea, which I conquered by Sword 
and Bow of the Amerites, Aud come you Mg 
hither alſo, O my Children, that I may tell 
you what ſhall come on you in the laſt Days. W;, 
Gather you together, and hear ye Sons of MW /; 
Jacob, hearken vato /ſrae! your Father, 
Ruben, AI firſt-born, ( begotten in Youth } 
my might, my ſtreng th, excellent in Dignity and 
Power, unc onſt ant as Water, thou ſhalt not excel, 
becauſe thou didit defile my Couch. 
Simeon * and Levi, Brethren in evil, who in 
your wrath ſlew a Man, end in your ſelf wil 
SSL | digged 
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" T evi had no Tribe, and Simeon was under 
udge: 4 N | 


of JACOB. 


am, digged down a wall : Curſed be your wrath, for 
it was ſhameleſs, and your fierceneſs, for it was 
cruel. I will divide you in Jacob, and ſcatter 
ou in llrael, | BU. 
Juda, Thy Hand ſhall be on the Neck of thine 
| Enemies. Thy Brethren ſhall ſtoop unto thee : 
acob [As a Lion's Whelp ſhalt thou come up from the 
he poil : Thou ſhalt couch as a Lion, and as a Lis 
feat ¶eneſi, who ſhall ſtir thee ap? 2. The Scepter 
ball not depart from thee, nor 4 Law-giver from 
'- 4 Werween thy feet, witil Shiloh come (i e. 
Jet Chriſt) All Nations ſhall ſeek after him. 
ay, 3. Thou ſhalt. bind thy ſs Fole to the Vine, 
fer. and the Aſſes Colt to the beſt Vine: Thou 
(halt waſh thy Garment in Wire, and thy Cloak 


ou Win the blood of Grajes ; thy Eyes be red with 
0 Me; and thyTeeth white with mill. 22 
IVC Zabulon, Thou ſhalt inell by the Sea-ſiae, 
Yd ana thou ſalt be a haven jor Ships ;, thy border 
Ol ſhall be unte Zidon. | Cola 
dell Iſſachar, Thou ſhalt be a ſtrong Aſs, couch- 
* 5 ing down between two burdens ;, and thos ſhalt 
0 


ſee that reſt is good, that the Land is plea- 
ant, and ſhalt bow thy ſnoulder to bear, and 
ſball be ſubjeft to tribute. SE 

Dan, Thou ſhalt judge the people, as one 
el, e / the Tribes of Iſrael ; Jodg. 13. 14y 15. 


16. Dan, thou ſbalt be 4 Serpent by the "may, 


in an Adder in the Path biting the Horſe heel. 

1 % that his Rider ſhall fall backward. "Then 

ea ¶ Jacib foreſceing in his mind the great calamĩ- 

ty that ſhould betide his Poſterity, comiort* 

er Hing biaſelf, and reſting in God's prone. ' 
| cry 


Memory of God's Promiſe. 


The Teſtament 


Ery'd out with heart and mind, O Lord I have 
waited for thy ſalvation, Joſh. 1. 1. 
Gad, an hoſt of Men (hall overcome thee, but 
thou ſhalt oversome at the laſt, Num. 33. 
And what ſhall J ſay to Aſer? His Bread 
hall be fat, and he ſhall have pleaſures for a King, 
Jadg. 45. a 
Nepthalim 5s a Hind ſent for a preſent, giv- 
ing goodly Words, © 3 * 
Joſeph zs a eee by a Well-ffae, 
the ſmall Bonghs ſhall" ## upon the wall, The 
Archers ſhot againſt him, and bated him, but 
bis Bow was maae ſtrong, and his Arms ſtrength: 
ned by the hands cf the Almighty God of Jacob, 
Out of him ſhall ceme an Herdſman, a ſtone in 
Iracl «© Al theſe things ſhall come jrom my Fa. 
ther God, which bath helped thee, and bleſſed 
thee with Bleſſings of the Heaven, with bleſſings 
of the deep beneath, with bleſſings of the breaſt & 


- Womb, The bleſſings of (me) thy Father, that 


7 give thee, are ſtronger than the bleſſings that 
I had of mine Elders. Until the end of the hills 
of the World they ſhall be on thy Head. 


- Benjamin ſhall ravine as a Wolf, in the mor- 


ning he ſhall devour the prey, and at night divide 
the ſpoil, And now when / ſhall be gathered to 


mim people, bury me in the Cave that is in the 


Field of Ephron the Hethite, in the Cave that i. 


in the Field of Macpelah, which id befer e Mam- 


re in the Land of Canaan, which Abrapam 
| bought 


— — — — — — 


Not for the Holineſs of the Place, but ſor 
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ave tought with the Field of Ephron the Hethite, for 
a Poſeſſion to bury in, where were buried Abra- 
but © ham 44 Sara his Wife, and {aac with Rebec- 
ca; and there [buried Leah, The Field and 
ead Cave that i; therein, was bought of the Childrenof 

Beth. 

When Jacob had made an end of Com- 
mandifig all that he would unto his Sons, 
having liv'd one Hundred Forty and Seven 
Years, *he plucked up bis Feet iato the Bed, 
and quickly died. Thea 7-/*ph falling upon 
bis Father's Face, [a toten of agogd Conſcience] 
and kiſſing him with Tears, cauſed him to be 
ob. embalmed by Phyſicians to the ſpace, of for- 
© ty Days, and mourned for him thrtefcore 
and ten Days. Who depatting from Ae 
fed into Canaan, with Noblemeu of the Land in 
'S' Chariots, and Horſemen, buried him iu the 
& place which Jacob had appointed. 


—ꝛw—P—D— — ũ ñ́ — — —ä 


r ann 
ws no Om” i OO OO EE no — —— 


— 


The Teſtament of Ruben, 


made to his Childrem at his Death, 
Concerning the I hings he had in his 
Mind, by the Suggeſtion of the 
Spirit of F'z e-X1on ledge, 


. 
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See, ſee the am rous Bed with its falſe Charms, 
The ſturdy Bear, unruly gromn; and view 
Fbinchanting Pot, which often Man aiſarms 
And freals away both Senſe, and Reaſon tos; 
Theſe Tliree exemplifie the vicious Ways 
Which Ruben /ollow'd in his youthful Days. 
Theſe Three are Evils that abound with Strife, 
God's Spirit prieve, and cut the Thread of Liſe. 
| The 


+ * 


1 


TESTAMENT 


1 

th, O F 

his | 

RUBEN 
. * 


God; Spirit works with Ruben, and declares 
What Divine Precepts be muſt leave his Heirs. 
Tie aged Patriarch, whoſe youthful Tears, 
And early Lust Regentance brought with Tears, 
Commands kts Children round his awful View, 
And thus inſtructs them what they aug ht to do. 


His is the Copy of Ruber's Teſtament, 
concerning all the things which he 
gave 1a Charge to his Children before 

he died, ia the 125th Year of his Life. Two 

Years after the deceaſe of Joſeph, his Children 

and Childrens Children came to viſit him in 

nis Sicknels, and he ſaid unto them: 

My Children, I die, and go the way of my 
Fathers. And ſeeing there bis Brethren Ju- 
dah, Gad, and Aſer, he ſaid unto them, Liſt 
ae up. my Brethren, that I may tell you and 
my Children the things that I have hidden 
ia my Heart, for | am hencefotrth drawiag to 
my long Home. Thien ſtanding up, he Kiſſed 


threay 
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them, and x cepiag ſaid: Hearken my Bre- 
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16 
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that 1 may ſhew you what 1 ſaw concernim 


e I CfFamen 


thren, and you my Children, give Ear 10 
the Words of your Father Ruben; Mark 
what I give in Charge to you. Behold, 
command you this Day, before the God of 
Heaven, that ye walk not in the Ignorance 
of Youthfulneſs and Fornication, wherein! 
over-ſhot my ſelf, and defiled the Bed of 
my Father Jacob. For J aſſure you, that the 
Lord did therefore ſtrike me with a ſore 
Plague in my Flanks the ſpace of Seven 
| Sa Months, and (a) | 
( Prayer and Repen- had veriſhd, if my 

t ance ftejeth God s Wrath, Fath b had 
(b) The Bleſſing and Pray- ather Jacob had not 
er of a Father to God for his prayed to the Lord 
Children, of what benefit, for me, becauſe he 
3 en the ae was minded to flay 
13 nat extern me. I was 30 Years 
; old, when I did this 
Evil in the ſight of the Lord, and 7 Months 
was I ſick to the Death, and with a free 
Heart did I ſeven Years Pennance before the 
Lord, I drank no Wine nor ſtrong Driok, no 
- Fleſh came within my Mouth, I taſted not a- 
ny fine Bread; but I mourned for my Sin, 
for it was great, and there ſhall none ſuch be 
done 10 Hrael. And now my Sons hear me 
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the ſeven Spirits of Error ig my Repentauce 
Belial giveth {even Spirits againſt a Man 
which are the well- ſprings of youthful works 
and ſevea Spirits are givea Man in his Creati 
on whereby all his Works arc done. Th 
firſt is the ſpirit of life wherewith is create 

hi 
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tbe air, and by breathing it out again. 


of RUBEN. 


his Being. The ſecond is the Spirit of ſmell- 
ing, wherewith cometh luſting. The third 
the Spirit of heariag wherewith cometh Lear- 
ning. The fourth is the Spirit of ſmelling, 
here iti cometh Delight, by drawing in of 
The 
fifth is the ſpirit of ſpeech, wherewith know- 
ledge is made. The ſixth is the ſpirit of taſ- 
ting, whereof comes the feeding upon thing 
that are to be caten and drank, and throu 
them is ingendred ſtrength, becauſe the ſub» 
ſtance of ſtrength is 1a Meat. The ſeventk 
is the ſpirit of ſeed aad generation, wheres 
with entreth 1a the Luſt of Pleaſure, For 
this cauſe it is the laſt of Creation, and 
the firſt of Youth, becauſe it is full of 
Ignorance; and Ignorance leads the younger 
ſort as a blind Body into the Ditch, and as 
an Ox to the Stall Among all theſe is 
the cighth Spirit, which is of Sleep, with 
whom 1s created the waſting away of Nature, 
and the Image of Death. 

With theſe Spirits are mingled the Spirits 
of Errors, whereof the firſt is the Spirit of 
Letchery, who lieth within the Nature and 
Senſes of Man. The ſecond Spirit of Un- 
ſatiableneſs lieth in the Belly; The third 
Spirit of Strife lieth in the Liver and in Cho- 
ler. The fourth Spirit is of Bravery and 
Gallantneſs, that the Party may ſeem come- 
ly by Exceſs. The fifth is the Spirit of 
Pride, which moveth a Man to mind other 
great things, or to think well of * 

e 
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The ſixth is the Spirit of Lying, or Vaia- 

loriouſneſs, in boaſting of a Man's ſelf, and 
in a defire to fill his Talk concerning his 
Kindred and Acquaiatance The ſeventh is 
the Spirit of Uarigbteouſneſs, which ſtirreth 


up the Affections, that a Man ſhould perform 


che Inſtful Pleaſures of his Heart: For Uu. 
rightcouſueſs worketn with all the other 
Spirits, by taking Gulle unto him. Unto 
all theſe Spirits is matched the eighth Spirit, 
which is the Spirit of Sleep or <lvggiſhneſs, 
in Error add Imagination ; and ſo the Souls 
of young Folks periſh, becauſe their Minds 
are darkned, and hidden from the Truth; 
and underſtand not the Law of the Lord, 
neither obey the Doctrine of their Fathers, as 
befell to me in my Youth. 

But now, my Children, love the Truth, 
and that ſhall preſerve you: Hearken to 
your Father Ruben, and let not your Eyes, 
1. run a gazing after Women; neither be ye 

2. alone with a Woman that is married : 
Neither do ye ſeek about, 3. what Women 
are doiag ; for if I had not ſeen Bilba bath- 
ing her ſelf in a ſecret place, I had not fallen 
into that Wickedneſs. But my Mind ran fo 
upon the naked Woman, it ſuffered me nat 
to Sleep till 1 had committed Abomiaation. 
For while my Father Jacob was away at his 
Father Iſaac's, and l in Gader hard by Epbra- 
74, à Houle of Betklevem, Bilha fell 4. Drun- 
ken, and as ſhe lay aſleepg uncovered in ber 


Ch amber, went in, aad ſeeing her Naked- 
neſs, 


rer 
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neſs, wrought Wickedneſs with her, and 
leaving her aſleep, went my way. By and by 
an Angel of God bewraied my Wickedneſs 
to my Father Jacob, who, coming home, 
mourned for me, and touched not B:lhaany 
more. Therefore look not upon the Beauty 
cf Women, neither muſe you upon their 
Doings, but walk ye with a ſiagle Heart in 
the Tear of the Lord God, buſyigg your 
ſelves either at your Work, Learning, or 
your Husbandry, until ſuch time as God 
gives you ſuch Wives as be pleaſeth, leſt you 
ſaffer as I have done; for I durſt not look 
my Father in the Face to his dying Day, nor 
ſpe:k to any of my Brethren for ſhame, 
Nay, even my Conſcience biteth me ſtill for 
Sin, Yet my Father comforted me, aud 
praycd for me unto the Lord, that his Wrath 
might paſs away from me, as the Lord him- 
ſelf ſhewed uato me. Therefore from that 
time forth I was kept from ſinniug any more. 

And you, my Children, likewiſe keep ta 
that | ſhail tell yon, and you ſhall not fin ; 
For Fornicztion is the deſtruction of my Soul, 
ſeparating it from God, ana leading it to J. 
dolatry; ſubjecting the Mind ard Under- 
ſtanding to Error, and bringeth Mea to their 
Grave before their time. For Whorcdom 
hath undgne many Mens: And tho? a Man 


be ancient or nchle, yet this makes bim a 


Laughing-Stock both before Belial, and the 
Sons of Men. But Joſeph, becauſe he kept 
himſelf from all Women, and cleanicd bis 

ER 5 Tbeughts 


Tue Teſtament 


Thoughts from Fornication, found favour 
before the Lord and Men. The Egyptian 
Woman did much to him by uſing the help 
of Witches, and by offering him all the De. 
licacies they could provide; but the Purpoſe 
of his Mind admitted no ſuch luſt ful Defire. 
For this Cauſe the God of our Fathers deli- 
ver'd him from all Death, both ſcen aud un- 
ſeen. For if Fot nication over- rule not your 
Mind, neither ſhall Bei prevail agaluſt you. 
Women are hurtful Things, my Sons, be— 
cauſe that when they want Power and 
Strength againſt a Man, they work deceitful- 
ly to draw him to Ruin; and whom the) 
cannot overmatca in Strength, they overcome 
by Deceit. For the Angel of tre Lord which 
taught me, told me of them, chat they are 
overcome by the Spirit of Foura:cation more 
than Men, and that they are ever practiſing 
in their Hearts agaiuſt Men, firſt making 
their Minds to err by decking of themſelves, 
then ſhedding their Poiſon into them by their 
Looks, and finally catching them egxiſoners 
by their Actions, tor a Woman is not able 
ro force a Man. Theieforc, my Sons, fly 
Fornication ; charge your Wives and Daugh- 
ters that they dreſs not their Heads, and will 
them to chaſten their Looks; for every Wo- 
man that dealcth dcceitfully in theſe things 
is reſervcd to the Puniſhment of the World 
ta come, Gen. vi. For by ſuch Means were 
the Watchers deceiv'd before the Flood: As 
faoy as they ſaw them ti.cy fe in Love one 
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with another, and conceiv'd a working in 


their Minds, and turn'd themſelves into the 
Shane of Ven, aud 2ppear'd to them in their 
companying with their Husbands; and the 
Women, by concciving the deſire of them 
in the Imagination of their Mind, brought 
forth Giants. For the Walchers appear'd 
to them of height unto Heaven. Therefore 
keep your [ſelves from Fornication. And if 
ye interd to have 2 clear Mind, keep your 
zi] Women, and for bid them 
like ziſe the Company of Men, that they 
may have aiſo clean Minds. For altho' con- 
tinual Converſation do not always work 
Wickedueſs, yet it breeds incurable Stings 
to them, and to us ever laſt ing Shame before 
Helial, becauſe Fornic:ti2n hath neither Un- 
cerſtanding nor Godliueſs iu it, and all En- 
viouſacſs dwelleth 1a the deſite thereof, and 
for that canſe ſhall ye eivy the Childrea of 
Levi, and ſeck to be exaltca above them, but 
ye ſhall not be able to compaſs it; tor God 
will avenge them, agd you ſhall die a dange- 
rous Death; for uato Lev: and Judah hath 
the Lord given the Sovereigaty, and unto - 
me and Dan and Jo erh hath he granted to 
be Princes with them. 'W heretore 1 charge 
you, hear Levi, for be thail krow the CW 
of the Lord, and ex:cute Judgment, 2Ld 
offer Sactifices for all rat, till the full time 
ot Gt riit, che chiet Prieſt, becauſe the Lord 
bath jpcten it. I charge you by the Gd of 
e of you Ceal jelthfu.- 
8-2: * 
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The Teſtament, &c. 
iy with his Neighbour, and ſtick unto Levi in 
humbleneſs of Heart, that) e may receive Blefi 

ing from his Mouth; for he ſhall bleſs Ia and 
Judah. God hath choſen Fudab to be the King of 
all People, wherefore worſhip you his Seed, for 
he ſhall dye for you in Battles, both viſible and in. 
viſible, and ſha!l reign over you World without 
end. Ruben having ſaid thus to his Children, he 
bleſſed them and dyed Then they buried him 
at Hebron in the donble Cave with his Fathers. 
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The Teſtament of Simeon, 
made to his Children at his Death, 
concerning Envy 
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The Teſtament of STM EO N, 


The Miſeries of Man do much increaſe, 
Wien his unbridled Luſts do what they pleaſe. 


Women to Envy bent can never hide 


A) 


I 


The Venom which attends their Luſt and Pride. 
Their Merds are Swords, which pierce the inward } 


(Part, 
And leave a mortal Sting within the Heart : 
They, like the rav' nous Wolf, make all a Prey, 
And ſwallow all that's Vertuous in their May: 
Simeoa knew this full well; and therefore he 
Theſe Emvlems bring of what th' Enviaws be. 


HE Copy of Smecn's Words which 
he ſpake unto his Sons at his Death, 
in the hundred and twentieth Year 

of his Life, in which Jo/eph dy'd. For ther 
came to viſit him upon his Death-bed, au- 
he fitting up, kiſſed them, ſaying ; 
Hearken, my Children, hear me your Fa 
ther $:me-n, whatſoever I have in my Hears. 
Jam my Father Jacob's ſecond Son, and ma 


Mother Leab named me Simeon, becaule the 


Lord heard her Prayer, (Gen. xxix.) I be- 
came very mighty, I went thro? the Bunneſs 
of my Life without fear, and was not afraid 


of any thing , for my Heart was ſtout, my 
Mind unmovable, and my Stomach undiſ- * 3 


couragable; for Hardineſs is given of the 


Higheſt into Men's Souls and Bodies. In 


thoſe Days l envy'd Yo/eph, becauſe my Fa- 
ther lov'd him, I hard<b'd my Heart againſt 
him to kill him, becauſe the Prince of Error 
ſending; 


1 
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and pining away at his Proſperity. 
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ſeoding forth the Spirit of Envy, fo blinded 


my Mind, that I could not take heed to ſpare 
my Father Jacob. But his Gad and the God 
of his Fathers ſending his Angel, kept him 
ſafe from my hands; for while 
i went into Sem to carry Pro- 
viſion for our Flocks, and Ru 
ben into Dotaim, where all our Necefſarics 
were laid up in ſtore, our Brother Jadab ſold 
him unto the Iſhmaelites; aud therefore when 
my Brother was come agaia, he was ſorry, 
for he iatended to have convey'd him ſafe 
again to our Father ; but I was angry with 
Judah for letting bim go alive, and bare him 
grudge five Months after: How beit God hin- 
dred me, and rcſtrain'd the Work of my 
Hands; for my right Hand was half wither'd 
up for ſeven Days together. Then did I 
perceive (my Sons) that that befel me for 
Toſeph's fake. Wherenpon I repented ſoon 
after, and beſought the Lord to reſtore my 
Hand, and I would abſtain from all Rancour, 
Envy. and Folly ; for I knew I had conceiv'd 


Man purpoſeth, 
30 diſpiſeth. 


2 wicked Thought againft the Lord, and a- 


gainſt my Father Jacob for my Brother Jo- 


Fepb's fake, whom 1 covied. 


Now therefore, my Children, kcep your 
ſelves faom the Spirits of Error and Envy, 
for Envy over-ruleth the Mind of every Man, 
ſuffering bim not to cat and drick in reſt, 


or to do any good thing ; and 15 always egg- 


ing him to flay the Party whom he cavieth, 
Two 
B 4 Years 


as the reſt of my Brethren. 


The Teſtament © 
Years together I puniſh'd my Soul with faſt-- _ 
ing in the fear of the Lord; for | knew that 
the way to deliver me from Envy was the 
fear of the Lord. If a Man fly unto the 
Lord, the wicked Spirit flieth from him, ſo 
as his Mind becometh meek, and of ſpiteful 
he becometh pitiful, bearing no grudge to- 
wards ſuch as love him, and ſo his Envy 
ceaſcth; And becauſe my Father ſaw me 
d, he ask'd me the cauſe of it. To whom 
lied; ſaying, I have a Pain in my Stomach, 
far | was ſorrieſt of all my Brothers for that 
had been the cauſe of Joſeph's ſelling into 
Eoypr, (Gen. xlii) And when I came unto 
Egypt, aud was put in Priſon by him as a Spy; 
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then perceiv'd I, that I was juſtly puniſh'd, 


and I was not ſorry for it. But Jeſeph being 


a good Man, and having God's Spirit in him, 


and being full of Pity aud Mercy, minded 
not to do me any harm, but lov'd me as well 


Children, keep your ſelves from all Spite and 
Envy, and walk in ſingleneſs of Mind and 


good Conſcience, after the Example of your 


Fnther's Brother, that God may give you 
Grace, Glory and Bleſſedneſs, upon your 
Heads, as you ſee in him. Of all the Days 
of bis Life he did never caſt us in the Teeth - 
with it, but lov'd us as his own Soul, and 
more than his own Children, honouring vs, 
and giving us Riches, Cattle and Corn, a- 
bundantly. You therefore, my Children, 
love ye one another with a good Heart, and: 
put. 


* 


Therefore, my 1 
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put from you the Spirit of Envy; for it ma- 
ketch a Man's Soul grow ſavage, marreth his 
Body, breedeth Wrath and War in his M7 
Thoughts, ſets his Blood on Fire, driveth M*©* 
him out of his Wits, and ſuffers no Reaſon 
to bear any ſway or rule. Moreover it ta- ed 
keth away his Sleep, diſquiets his Mind, and ig 
maketh his Body ta tremble. For even in Han 
Sleep ſome ſpice of imagined Malice gnaw- WW, 
eth him, cumbring his Soul with Spirits of s 
Miſchief, making his Body frightfolly, and g. 
his Mind terrified with trouble; and appcar- Hy, 
ing unfF Men, as it were with a peroicious Ml... 
Spirit pouring out Poiſon. Therefore was IM ,1 
Joſeph fair of Face, beautiful and comely to . 
behold, becauſe no wicked thing dwelt ia g. 
him, for be had a Countcnance clear from IM, 
iacumbrance of Mind. And now, my Chil- r 
dren, let your Hearts be meek before the f. 
Lord, and walk right before Man; fo ſhall Hu. 
ye find fayour both with God and Maa; and 
beware that ye fall not to Whoredom; for WT 
Whoredom is the Mother of all Wickedaets, Nee 
ſeparating a Man from God, and ſeiding Hof 
him to Belial. For I have ſeen in Enoch's ble 
Writings, that you and your Children hall WW x, 
be corrupted with Whoredom, and do Levi in 
wrong by the Sword. But they ſhall not Hm: 
prevail againſt Levi, becauſe he (hall fight de 
the Lord's Battels, and take ail your Teots, Wc. 
and very few ſhall be divided in Levi and Nr 
Judah, for he ſhall be your Captain, as my Nun 
Father Jacob propheſied in his De th 
cho 
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The Teſtament | 
la- Behold I tell you all theſe 
ns N 2 things aforehand, that! 
nw Wo > may be clear from the Sin 
th 7 of your Souls. Now if you 
21 WF put from you all Enviouſneſs and Stiff-neck- 
a. MW cdoch, all my Bones ſhall flouriſh as a Roſe 
"d Win /rael, and all my Fleſh as a Lilly ia Faceb, 
in and my Savour ſhall be as the Scent of Li- 
bann, and my holy Ones ſhall be multiply'd 
of Has the Cedars for ever, aud their Boughs 
nd WH alli pread out inlength for evermore,( Exod.. 
t- WW xvii.) Then ſhall the Seed of Canaan periſh, 
us  togetber with all the Remnant of Amalek. 
a5 WF All the Cappadocians ſhall periſh, and all the 
ao Sey hiæns ſhall likewiſe be deſtroy'd. Then 
in {hall the Land of Cham fail, and all the Peo- 
mM BW ple go to ruin. Then, ſhall the Earth reſt 
- from Trouble, and all Men under Heaven 
he from War. Theo ſhall Sem be glority'd, 
1 W when the great Lord God of Ifrae! appear'd 
1d von Earth as a Man, to ſave Adam in him. 
Then ſhall the Spirit of Errer be trodden un- 
Ss, Wee: foot, and Men ſhall reign over the Agents 
ig Hof Hell. Then ſhall I ariſe again in joy, and 
'* Wick che Higheſt in his wonderful Works; 
for God taking a Body upon him, and eat- 
„og with Men, ſhall ſave Men. And now, 
ot m/ Children, obey Levi, and you ſhall be 
deliver'd by Judah: And advance not your 
3, Wiclves above theſe two Tribes; for of them 
d WW: o ſhall the ſaving Health of God ſpring 
'Y MWunto us. For the Lord ſhall ſet up of Levi 
> Wc Prince of Prieſts, and of 7444 the King 
B5 of 
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| 
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of Rings, God and Man, $» ſhall he ſave all 
the Gentiles, and the Off ſpring of J/-acl, 
For theſe things ſake 1 charge you to com- 
mand your Childrea to keep tl:eſe Sayings 
throughout all their Generations. 

And Simeon makicg an end of theſè Words 
and Command ments to his Child: ca, he ſlept 
with bis Fathers. He was at the Age of an 
hundred and twenty Years. When they laid 
him in a Coffin of Wood that retteth net, 
that they might carry his Bones again into 
Hebron, where they convey'd him privily 
in the Way of the Egyprians ;, for the Egyp- 


Treaſure. For their Inchanters told them, 
That whenſcever Joſeph's Bones were carry'd 


ad AMPA), there ſhould be fuch a Plague of Miſt and 


Darkneſs among the Egytiaus, as one Brother 
ſhould not know another, no not even by Torch- 
' light. Aud Simeon's Children bewail'd their 
Father according to the Law of Mourning, 
| | and contiau'd in Egypt till the Day of their 
1” Yeparting thence under the Hand of Maſes. 
1 
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rians kept the Bones of Joſeph in the King's. 


It 
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he Teſtament of Levi, 
made to his Children at his Death, 
concerning Prieſthood, = 
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How pure and rishteous Miniſters fhould be: 
What Patterns to their Flocks of Fiety : = 
Not ſwift to Wrath, but juſt to God and Alun- 
Let their Lives practiſe what they Preachand Pen: | | 
And. lite the Sun and Moon, con{picurs ſine, 
Tat all may Copy from their Truths divine. 
Levi, the Head of all the I'reaching Tribe, _ 


Into bis Sins theſe Principles imbibe. 


T. H: Ez 


1 


TESTAMENT 


V 


HE Copy of Levi's Words, namely, 
which he ſpake to his Children, con- 
taining all the things which they ſhould 
Ao; and which fhould happen to them until 
the Day of Judgment, He was in Health 

| when he call'd them unto him, for he knew 


before when he ſhould dye. So when they 


were come together, he ſaid unto them: 

I Levi was bred and born in Charran, and 
afterward came to my Father into Sichem, 
(Gen. xxxiv.) I was at that time but young, 
about 20 Years old, When I help'd my Bro- 
ther Sime»n revenge our Siſter Dina againſt 
Hemor. Now as we were feediag of our 


[4 | PFlocks in Abelmuel, the Spit it of the Under- 


ſtanding of the Lord came upon me, and 1 
ſaw all Men underminicg there own Ways, 


I and how Uarighteouſnels had built herfelf 
a. Fortreſs, and Wickedaeſs fat upon the 


Throne of it: And I was forry for. Man- 
kiad, and beſought the Lord to ſave them. 


nd hbaty, wh, ad + © _c A oo £ am _ => 
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of Aris in Abelmuel; and behold the Hea- 
vens open'd, and the Angel of God (Chriſt ) 
ſaid unto me, Levi, Come hither; and I 
went from the firſt Heaven to the ſecond, 
and there ſaw the Water hanging between 


the one and the other. And I ſaw the third © 


Heaven much brighter than them both ; 

| for the heighth thereof was infinite. And | 
ſaid to the Angel, What meaneth this? And 
the Angel anſwer'd me, Afarvel not at theſe 

ly, things, for thou ſhalt fee four Heavens yet brigh- 
n- WM tr, and without Compariſcn, when thou comeſt 
nd p to them; for thou ſualt ftand by the Lord, 
til and be his Miniſter, and utter bis Secrets unto 
th MW Mer, and preach of the Del. verer of Iſrael 
zw WM nhich is ro come. By tree and by Judah the 
ey Lira will appear to Men, to fave all Mankind 
in them. Thy Life ſhall depend upon the Lord; 


Fruit, Gold and Silver. Therefore hearken as 
touching the ſeven Heavens. The loweſt is moſt 
lowring, becauſe it is neareſt to all the Unrighte= 
ouſneſs of Men. Tue ſecond bath Fire, Snow 
and Ice, prepar d by the Lerd's appointment a- 


of the Wicked. In the third are the Powers of 
Hoſts, ordain d ag ainſt the Day of Judgment, 
to tale Vengeance upon the Spirits of Error and 
Belial. In the fourth above theſe are ge Saints; 
for in the higher Places awelieth great Glory, in 
the 


/ 


4 


Then there fell a Sleep upon me, and I ſaw * 
a very high Mountain; it was the Mountain 


by him ſhalt thou have thy Fields, Vineyards,- 


gainſt the Day of God's rightful Judgment. In- 
it are the Spirits of Vengeance for the Pumſhing - ©? 


8 next unto this, are the Angels that do ſerve in 
| God's Preſence, and ſeek bis Favour in all the 


the Holy of Holies above all Holineſs, In the 


Perfection of the Rig hiecus: They offer to the 


Lord the ſweet Savour of a reaſonable Service, 


a Sacrifice without Blood. In the other that is 
under this, are the Angels that bring Anſwers 
from the Angels in Ged's Preſence, In that 
which is above it, are the Thrones and Powers, 
wherein is continual offering up of Hymns unto 
God. Therefore whenſoever the Lord looketh 


upon us, all of 4 are mord; yea, and even 


Heaven, Earth, and the bottomleſs Deep, are 
mov'd at the ſight of bis Greatneſs; but the Chil- 
aren of Men being witleſs, ſhall ſin and provoke 


| - the Hipheft unto Wrath, Nom therefore unger- 


ſtand, that the Lord wil execate Judgment up- 
on the Cuilaren of Men; becauſe that Men wil 
ſtil continue in Uubelie and Unrighteouſneſs, 
even when the ſame ſhall cleave aſunder, the Sun 
be dar lred, the Waters dry'd up, the Fire quake, 


WE and all Creatarcs be troubled at the famting of 


the inviſible Spirit, and the ſpoiling of Heil in 


te Paſſion of the Higheſt ;, therefore ſhall they 
be conde mn d to Funiſinnent. The Higheſt then 


hath heard thy Prayer to ſepa- Web 
rate thee from Un ighteouſneſs, A Miniſter , 
and to make thee his Sen and pe. Bn 
Servant and 4 Mn ſter in Unrighteous. 
his Preſence, a Lauth ern of 

Kuomleage to lighte» Jacob rug by, and to 


le as a Day Sun amorg the Children of Iſrael, 
Ven. v.) and wnto thee and thy Seea ſuall the 


Dower 


ö 


J r d , RT Oren. 
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2 pro- God viſit all Nations in the 
phelie ., Bonels of the Mercy of bus 
Chriſt's Paſll- / er or 3 
thy Sons ſhall lay their Hands 
don him to Crucify him; and for this Cauſe is 
Wiſdom and Under ſtauding given unto thee, to 
ive thy Children knowledge of him, becauſe that 


it they bleſs him, they ſhall be bleſſed, and they 
het curſe him, ſhall periſh in his fight, And 


the Angel open'd me the Gates of Heaven, 
and | ſaw the holy Temple, and the Higheſt, 
ſitting on the Throne of Glory; and he ſaid 
nto me, Levi, Thave given thee the Bleſſings | 
the Prieſtnord; till I come my ſelf to dwell in 
„le midſt of I{racl. Then the Angel brought 
me don to the Earth, and gave me a Shield 
and a Sword; ſaying, Execute Vengeance in 
ichem ſor Dina, and will be with thee ;, for 
1od hath ſent me. And at that time I ſw 
the Sons of Hemor, as it is written in the 
abies of Heaven, (Gen xxxiv.) And 1 
aid unto him, Lord, | pray thee tell me thy 
Name, that I may cal! upon thee in the time 
df my Trouble; and he anſ*er'd, I am an 
gel which excuſeth Iſrael, (Chrilt out Re- 
cener) that he might not he ſtricken for ever, 
becauſe all wicked Spirits lie in wait for him. 
after ward being wak'd as it were out of 
Sleep | bleſſed the moſt High, and the An- 
gel that excuſeth the. OF ſpring of gel, 
and all righteous Men. And when I came 
to my Father 1 found an Aſp of Rats, 


— = 


End of the power of Bleſſing be given, til 
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whereupon the Hill took the Name of Aſi, ¶ be 
which is hard by Gebar, on the right-ſide of a 
| Abila. And laid up theſe Sayings in my be 
TS Heart: And I counſcll'd my Father and my Fo 
Brother Ruben to perſwade the Sons of He- ſo 
mor to be Circumciſed, becaufe I was Zea- of 
louſly grieved for the Ab:mination which fol 
they had wrought in /-ae!, For firſt of ail * 
I kill'd Sic tem, arid then Simeon kill'd Hemer, 1. 
and after this came our Brethren, who ſmote [ay 
the City with the edge of the Sword. When Ar 
my Father heard of it he was angry, becauſe e 


they had recciv'd Circumciſion, and were re 
kill's afterward, and therefore he dealt o- % 
therwiſe with us in his Bleſſiags. For wc of 
ſinned in doing it againſt his of 
Will; and he fell fick the Nr 10 
fame Day. But Ik ew that bir 

the Lord intended evil to the Sichemites, be- tho 

| cauſe they had purpos'd to have done the I“ 
like unto Saran, as they bad done uut> our tec 

4 Siſter Dina; but God hindred them. And they der 
perſecuted our Father Abraham, (as then a * 
Stranger) and carry'd away bis Cattle; and Ha. 
furthermore did beat Joblan very fore, who ol 


= was born in bis Houſe. After the ſame T 
manner deait they with all ot er Stratizers, a" 
taking away their Wives from them by force, 

2 3 a 0 

aud eriving the Mea themſelves out of their 

Country. For which Cavſe the Wrath of T} 
the Lord came upon tem ia the end. And 

I ſaid to my Father, Sir, be not offended, "Pp 

for God will bring the Canaanites to — 

| * 
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before thee, and give their Land unto thee, 


and unto thy holy One after thee. For from 
henceforth Sichem ſhail be call'd the City of 
Fools, becauſe that as Men do ſcorn Fools, 
ſo have we ſcorn'd them for their working 
of Folly id //rael, in taking away our Siſter 
for to defile her, (Gen xxxv.) Then came 
we into Bethel; and there, when l had ſa- 
crific'd threeſcore and ten Days together, I 
ſaw the thing again as I had Teen before, 
And I ſaw ſeven Mea ia white Rai ment, ſay- 
jag unto me, Up, put on! de Stool of Prieſthood, 
the Crowes of Righteouſneſs, the Reaſon of Un- 
derſtanding, the Robe of Truth, the Breaſtplate 
of Faith, the Mitre of Holineſs, and the Ephod 
of Propheſie, (Exod. xxviii Lev. viii.) And 
ſo every of them brisging ſomething with 


him, did put them upon me; ſaying, Be 


thou henceforth the Lord's Prieſt, thou and thy 
Sed for ever mere. The firſt of them anoin- 
ted me with holy Oil, and gave me the Scep- 
ter of Judgment. The ſecond waſh'ET me 
with clean Water, and fed me with Bread 


and Wine, that is, to wit, with the moſt 


Holy of Holies, and cloath'd me with a 
glorious Robe down to the Ground. The 
third did put upon me a ſilken Garment like 
to an Ephod. The fourth girded me with 
a Girdle like to Purple. The fifth gave un- 
to me an Olive-Bough, very full of Fataeſs. 
The ſixth did ſet the Mitre of Prieſt hood 
vpon my Head. The ſeventh fill'd my Hands 


with Incenſe, ta the Intent I ſhould execute 


thee 


e 
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the Office of a Prie? unto the Lord. And dw 
he faid to me, Le i, unto three principal to | 
Thing u thy Seed pie of G; namely, to as 
be a Sign of tie glo 1115 Lord that is to come, Ihe 
and le that be ie ei ſhui be the firſt, T be great ces 
Lo- ſh 1 5 {{ rot fall upon him, the econd ſhal Off 
be ine -r eſthond, and the third ſhall have a Da 
new Name, vecanſe a King ſhall riſe up in Judah, 
and renew my reſthond according unto the H. for 
ge of the e. les, among all Nations, But 
the Comirg » bim u wunut e ble, as who ſhall | Fir 
be gie bet of the Higheſt, born of our Fa. 

tt. Abraham. Al the pea) ant Things of Iſrael AN 
ſh .Ul te given unts thee an to thy Seed, and you 
ſh il eat ali tia; w pleaſant to 3 
the Eve, and thy Seed ſbel! Diſtributing of 1 


| 5 excludeth the ſole 
_ the Lra 2 Receiving of the H 
and ol them ſhall be High. Sacrament. 


P: icſts, Juoge, an, Siribes; wil 
for in their Haut ſhall the holy Things be kept. his 
When 1 woe, I perceiv'd that this Viſion Hi, 
was bke the other. and I laid it up in my 
Heart, and ſhew'd it not to any Man living the 
upon the Earth. The firſt two Days I and Wof , 
Judah went to our Grandfather Iſaac, and I in 
he bleſs'd me according to all the Sayings ot 40. 
the Viſions that I had ſeen, but he would /. 
not go with us unto Bethel. But when we for 
came to Beihel, my Father Jacob ſaw in al « 
Vikon concerning me, that ] ſhould be their he. 
Prieſt before their Lord. And he roſe in 
the Morning, and tithed all things to the 
Lord by me. Then came we to —— 3 
Wel 


* 
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dwell there. And by and by //aac call'd me 
to expound the Law of the Lord, according 
as God's Angel had ſhew'd it to me ; and 
he taught me the Law of Prieſthood, Sacrifi- 
ces, Burn» Offerings, Firſtliags, Freewill- 
Offerings, and Offerings for Health. Every 
Day he taught me Underſtanding, and call'd 
upon me continually before 
the Lord; ſaying, Ah Sen 
ive no ear to the Spirit of 
Firrication, for he will fellow thee, and defile 
the holy Things by thy Seed : 


An Faxhnrt ation 
for Mi iſters. 


5 _— wad Tierefore take thee ſuch a Wife 
"<=" ll in thy Youth as hath not any 


Blemiſh or Unclernneſs, nor i- 

of the Allophytes, or of the Gentiles, And be- 
fore thou enter into the Holieſt, 

= muſt come ph; and likewiſe &er thou 

Minto execute Sacrificeſt, and alſo when thou 
his Office, Lev. haft done, offer unto the Lord 
k ihe the Fruits of the Twelve Trees 
that are ever green, as my Fa- 

ther Abraham taught me to do: And the Fruits 
of all clean Beaſts, and of clean Fowls offer thou 
in Sacrifice. Likewiſe offer up thy firſt Born of 
all things, and the firſ# Fruits of thy Wine, and 
ſprinkle thy Sacrifices with Salt. Now there- 


e fore, my Sons, keep ye all the Things that 


| command you; for whatſoever I have 
heard of my Fathers, that have] told unto 
you. Iam clear from all the 
Wickedneſs and Sig which 


you ſhall commit to the 9 
of 


A Comfort for 
8 Parents. 
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of the World. Ye ſhall work Wickedneſ; 
againſt the Saviour of the 
World, and ye ſhall ſeduce |, gehn % © 
Iſrael, ſt irring up much evil . 
againſt him from the Lord, 001 
and dealing wickedly with him, fo that Jeu. 
lem ſhall not continue by reaſon of your 
Wickedneſs. The Veil of Me 
the Temple ſhal! be rent in hes vers $09 on 
ſunder to diſcover your foul- „ , Ie 
neſs, and ye ſhall be ſcat: bed, 
ter d as Pritzrers amongſt the Heathen, anden 
be ſcorn'd, curs'd, and trodden under foot at. 
Neveitheleſs the Houſe which the Lord ſhal ©: 
chuſe ſhall he call'd Jeruſalem, as the Book 
of Enoca the Righteons containeth. There - old 
fore hen | was twenty and eight Years old elt 
I took a Wife, whoſe Name was Melchs, "1? 
and ihe concciv'd and bare me a Son, andi 
cal'd his Name Gerſhon, becauſe we were le 
but Scrangers in our Land; for Gerſhon ſig-· Ife 
nifieth Baniſhment. Now I knew of bim, n. 
that he ſhould not be of the chief Degree. 
The ſecond vas Caath, who was born the! 
five and thirtieth Year. I ſaw a Viſion Eaſt- de 
ward, how all the Congregation ſtood on”! 
higa, and therefore I call'd bis Name Caath, * 
which ſignifieth the beginning of Greatneſs" 

and Learning. The third was Merari, who be 
was born in the five and fiftieth Year of my! 
Life, (Exod. vi.) And becauſe his Mother. 
was dangerouſly deliver'd of him, ſhe call'd L 
him Merari, which is as much as to ſay, N ly 
ir- 
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itcernets. And ia the threeſcore and fourth 
car of my Life was my Daughter Jochebed 


Porn in Egypt; and fo was I honourable a- 
190g my Brethreo, 


Alſo my Son Gerſhon 
ook him a Wife, which bare him Lyba: and 
The Sons of Caath were Amram, 
har, Hebron and Uriel; and the Sons of 
Aerari, were Mebali and Muſhi. In the 
gur ſcotre and fourteenth Year of my Age, 
{mram took unto Wite my Daughter Joche. 
e, becauſe that he and fhe were horn both 
n one Day. I was eight Years old when I 


Hatred into the Land of Canaan, and eighteen 


Fears old when I entred into the Office of 
he Prieſthood. At eight and twenty Years 


Jed I took a Wife, and at forty Years old I 


extred into Egy;e; and behold ye be now 
my Children's Children in the third Gene- 
ration. Joſeph dicd in the hundred and tenth 
Year, And now, my Children, I warn you, 


fear the Lord your God with all your Heart, 


and walk plaioly in all things according to 


Wis Law. Moreover, bring up your Chil- 


ven in Learning, that they may have Un- 


Aderſtandiag by Reading the Law of Ged, 


without ceaſing all their Life long. For 
whoſoever knoweth God's Law ſha be ho- 


Irour'd; and go whereſ>ever he will, he ſhall 


be no Stranger; alſo he ſhall have more 
Friends than bis Forefathers had; and many 
Hall be glad to ſerve him, and to hear the 
Law at bis Mouth. My Sons, deal rightful- 
ly upon Earth, that you may find Heaven FE 

? | ang 
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and ſow good Things in your Minds, that 'E 
you may find them in your Life: For if ye 1 
ſow evil Things, ye ſhall find and reap all., 
manner of Cumbrance and Trouble. Get. 
ye Wiſdom in the Fear of Gd; for if Cap. 
tivity come. and Cities and Countries be 
deſtroy'd, Gold and Poſſeſſions periſh, but . 
none can take the wiſe Man's Wiſdom, ſavegß 
only the Blindneſs of Ungodlineſs and Sin; 
for his Wiſdom ſhall become a Shield ro bin 15 
among his Enemies, and make a ſtrange 
Country to be as is own Home, and cavſe . 
him to find Friendſhip in the midſt af his 
Foes. If be teach and do ſich Thiags, he 
ſhall fit with Kings, as did our Brother Jo. 
ſeph. And truly, my Chiidren, 1 kno by 
the Writioos of Enoch, that iu the end ye 
mall do wickedly , - layiog 
your Hands moſt ſpitefuſty ci Death, 
upon the Lord; and thro” ee ö on 
ews propheſied, 21 
you, your Brethren ſhall be Matt. xxvii | 
confounded , and made a 
Scorniag-Stoek to all Nations. Howbcit 
our Father 1/rael is clear from the Wicked -· N hy 
nefs of the High. Prieſt, which ſhall lay Hands | 
upon the Saviour of the World. The Hea- 
ven above the Ea: th is clean, aud you be the 
Light of the Heavens, as the Sun and tineſ 
Moon. What ſhall all the Heathen do, if 
you be overdarkzes with Wickedneſs, and 
bing Curſedneſs wy n your County men, tor 
whole ſakes The Liabt of tre World is put 
into JE, tc enlig ten all Men wit hzl. Thi 
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hefinight of the World ſhall you moſt wilfully 
* ſteal, and teach Commandments contrary to 
3 he Righteouſneſs of God. Ye ſhall purloin 

he Lord's Offering, and filch away Pieces of 
40. F. Before you do your Sacrifices uuto the 
| s Lord ye ſhall ſteal away the choiceſt Thiags, 


ly 7: Pre- with Harlots, teaching Com- 
ave hood and their Mi. d A co i f 0 
in; % deſcribed, mandments of Covetouſneſs. 


Ye ſhall defile marry'd Wo- 


bim Sam. ii. ) 
nee men, and force Maidens in 
** eruſalem; you ſhall match your ſelves with 


Whores aid Harlots; you ſhall take the 
Daughters of the Hr athen unto Wife, puri- 
ing them with uorigkteous Purifying, and 
Four miogling ſhall be like unto Sodom and 
omerras, And ye ſhall be ſwolg with Wic- 
kedneſs_in the Prieſthood, luſomuch that 
you ſhall moſt diſdainfully and ipitefully 
laugh the holy Taings to ſcorn ; not only 
2unting and boaſting your ſelves againſt 
Men, but alſo b in puff'd and ſwoia up 
ith Price agi ſt the Commandments of 
od. For this Cauſe ſhall the Temple, 
"Which the Lord ſhall bave choſen, be un- 
toubtedly le t del ſatt in Uncleanneſs, and 
Four ſelves become Captives ta all Nations, 
and be lo:th'a a d abtorr'd among them, 
Nd reccive endleſ ame aud Cunfuſion, 
tro' God's ric ht ul duet; aud all that 
Lou ſec ſhall ſſu veu. Aug were it wot for 
ur Fathers Atrium, {anc ant there 
hould not ene of my Seed be left upon Ferth. 
F Ut - 


; at ut 


and eat them diflainfully 


. 


Furthermore, I know by the Book of Enoch, 
that ye ſhall go aſtray by the ſpace of three. 
ſcore and ten weeks, ard defile the Prieſt. 
hood, ſtain the Sacrifices, deſlroy the Law, 
frowardly perſecute righteous folk, hate the 
godlu, abhor the ſayings of ſoothfaft men, 
and call him Heretick that goeth about to 
renew the Law by the power of the higheſt , 
and in the end ye ſhall kill him out of hand, 
as you think, not knowing that he ſhall riſe 
again, and o ſhall ye receive his Innocent 
blood wilfully upon your own heads. For 
his ſake ſhall your holy places be left defolare, 
which you ſhall have defiled even by utrer 
for ſwearing, and your dwelliog ſhzl} not be 
clean, but you ſhall be accur ed ag noug the 
Heathen, and deſpair ſhall vex you til he 
vifit you again and merciiully receive you 
thro” faith a; 9 water. And forafrauch as ye 
have heard of the threeſcore and ten weeks, 
hear ye Iſo of the Prieſt-hood. For in every 
Jubiſe haf be Prieſt- hood. la the firſt ju- 
bile the firſt anointed into the Prieſt hood 
mall be great, and talk to God, as to his Fa. 
ther, and his Prieſthood fhal! be full of the 
fear of the Lord, and ia the day of his glad- 
neſs he ſhall riſe up unto the ſalvation of the 
world. la the ſecond jubile, the anointed 
ſhall be conceived in the Heavineſs of rhe be- 
loved ſors. and his Prieſthood ſhall be hon- 
ovralie, and he ſhall be honourable, and he 


ſhall be glorified as amongſt all men. The 


third Prieſt ſhail be taken vp in ſorrow, an 
tie 
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ch A fourth ſhall be in grief, becauſe a multitude 4 
cr. Jef iniquities ſhall be laid upon him, and through= 


„ rbe fifth ſhall be held faſt ia darkneſs, and like- 
weY iſe the fixth and the ſeventh. And in the 
I gventh ſhall be ſuch Abomination both before 
God and Man, as I am not able to expreſs, how- 

ity erer the doers thereof ſhall not be known: For 
this cauſe ſhall they be in captivity and corrup- 
tion, and their land and ſubſt ance ſhall be de- 
ſtroy'd, but in the fifth Week they ſhall return 
to their deſolate country, and renew the Lord's 
"Whouſe, In che ſeventh week ſhallcome idolatrous 
de lrieſts covetous warriours, unrighteous ſcribes, 

* "Y:0d filthy abuſers of men, children and beaſts. 
helfer that the Lord hath Tent vengeance upon 
them in the Prieſt-hood, then will God raiſe 
up a new Prieſt, unto whom all the Lord's word 
ſhall be open'd ; and he ſhall execute true judg- 


Frile in Heaven, As a King ſhall he ſhed forth 
the light of Knowledge in the Sun-ſhine of the 
29, and ſhall he magnified over all the World, 
and be received and ſhine as the Sun upon the 
Tarth, and there ſhali be peace thereon, In his 
Days the Heavens ſhall rejoice, the Earth be 
Flad, the clouds merry, the knowledge of the 
Lord poured out as the ſeas, and th angels of 
lory ſhall rejoice ia his preſence. e Hea- 
Jens ſhall be opened, and out of the temple of 
Tr6'ory ſhall ſanctification come upon him with 
> af ic!tather's voice, as from Abrabam the father 
oP! ac, and the 2 the bigheſt ſhall be 


Ipre.d 


out all Vel every man ſhall hate his neighbour... } 


ment upon earth many days, and his Star ſhall | 


| 
i 
| 
; 


| 


| 
[i Iipread out upon him, and the ſpirit of under- [ 
ſtanding and ſanQification ſhall reſt upon him, 
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whereot he ſhall give abundantly to his children 
in truth for evermore, and none ſhall ſucceed 
him to the end of the world. Ia his Prieſthood 
all fin ſhall have an end, and the ungodly ſhall 
ceaſe from their wickedzeſs; but the righteous 
ſhall reſt in bim, and he ſhall open the gates of 
paradice, and ſtay the threatning ſword again 
Adam, and feed the lambs with ihe fruit of life, 


and the ſpirit of holineſs ſhallbe in them. He 


Mall bind np Bel:al, and give his own children 
power to tread down hurtful ſpirits ; and the 
Lord ſhall rejoice in his children, and accept em 
as his beloved for evermore. Then ſhall Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob be glad, and all his ſaints 


Ttjoice. Now my children ye have heard ll. 


Therefore chuſe either light or darkneſs, ei- 
tber the law of the Lord, or works of Belial, fo! 
we told our father, we would walk before the 
Lord according to bis law ; and my father ſaid, 
The Lord is witneſs, and bis Angels are witneſ— 
ſes, and I ama witneſs, and you yourſelvcs ate 
witneſs of my words And when we lad anſwe- 
red. we will be be witneſſes, Levi reſted with 
zhis charge given unto his children. 

Ad ſtretched out his feet, and was put to 
his father* when he had lived a hundred and 
ſeven an _birry years, and they laid him in 
Coffin, and buried him afterward in Helron, be- 


fide Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 
45 | Thi 
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him, | his Children, concerning Valiantneſs, 
dren fl Covetouſneſe, and PFornicaiton. 
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Be hold the bleſſed Princely State of one 
| to Hao as God": Vice-roy, ſits on Iſra'ls Throne, 
Toe awful Scepter, and the pond"rous Crown, 
Rle/Pd with a fruitſil Purſe, is now his omn. 
hell Gl:ry ar d Honour ſhall reſpiendent ſhine, 

| Aud Juca's Lyon guard his Royal Line. 
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Sr, and throwing up his Heels flew him. 1 


The Te#ament of JU DA. 
HE Copy of all the Sayings of Juda, to 


8 | his Children, at the time of his Death, 


. when they were come together beforc 
him, he ſaid thus : 
I was my father's fourth ſon, and my mother 


called me J, ſaying, I thank the Lord, for 


that he hath given me a fourth Son, I was ſwift 
of foot, and painful in my youth, and obeyed 
my father in all things, and bleſſed my mother 
and her ſiſters. And when I came to man's e- 
ſtate, my father Jacob prayed over me, ſaying, 
Thou ſhait be a King, and proſpercus in all things 
Benold, God gave me Grace ia all my works, 
both abroad and at home, Upon a time, I faw 
a Hind, and ran aiter her, caught ker, and made 
good meat for my father, I alſo out-ran the 
Rioes, and overtook all things that were in the 
Faelds, inſomuch that I cavght a wüd Mare, and 
tamed her. I pluck'd a Kid out of tht Mouth 
of a Bear, and taking him by the paw overthi ew 
him; and tore in pieces all wild Beaſts that at- 
tack'd me, as if I had been a Dog. | encoun- 
tred with a wild Boar, and over-running him 
rent him in pieces: In Hebron a baſtard-Lyon 
leapt npon a Dog, and I catching him by the 
Tail, flung bim with ſuch force that he burſt 
aſunder On the borders of Aath. a wild Bull 
was feeding in the Fields, and 4 took him by 
the Horns and ſwung him about till he died. 


There came two Kings of the Canaanites, arm- 


ed upon our Flock, and much people with *em, 
whereupon I ran to the flock, ſtept o King 


alſo 
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alſo kill'd another King named Thapes fitting 1 
on his Horſe, and ſo ſcattered all their people. 
| overtook King Achoy a Giant on Horſeback, 
ſhooting backwarks and forwards, and throw- 
ing a Stone of above threeſcore Pound Weight 
upon his Horſe, I overthrew him and kilPd him, 
and fighting two Hours with Achor, at laſt broke 
his Shield, wounded hisFeet, and flew him. As 
| was pulling off his Breaſt-plate, behold eight ? 
of his Friends aſſtiled me, whereupon I fill 
my Hands with Stones, and with a Sling flew 
four of them, and put the reſt to flight. Alſo | 
our Father Jacob flew the Giant Beeliſa King of I 
all the Kings, who was mighty and huge, of 
the ſtature of 12 Cubits; by reaſon whereof 
fear fell upon'em, and they deſiſted from fight- 
ing. For this cauſe was my Father careful of 
me, when I was in battle with my Brethren. 
He ſaw in a Viſion concerning me, that the An- 
gel of Strength followed me every where, to 
the intent I ſhould not be overcome. The ſe- 
cond handful was a greater Battle to us, than 
that which we had at Sicbem ; infomuch that in 
conjunction with my Brethren; 1 purſued 2 
thouſand Men, and flew of them 200, and four 
of their Kings; and continuing the Victory, 
ſcaled the Walls of their City, and there "ſlew 
two Rings more: So we delivered Hebron, and 
led the Enemy captive. The next Day we 
went to a ſtrong, walled, and unapproachable 
City, called Areca, which threatned to kill vs. 
Therefore I and Gad went to the eaft-ſide of 
che city, and Ruben and Levi to the _ = 3 
ta- 
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South-fide. They that ſtood upon the Wall,“ 
| ſuppoſing there had been no more but Gad ane 
1. did fer Fire upon vs, while in the mean time 
me Bather that lay perdue, breke out upon 
the other two des, and sk-liog the Walls withÞ | 
Lad ers entred the City before our enemies} « 
perceiv'd ir, and ſo we won it by the Sword, 
and ſet Fire to the Tower, aud turnt it with all | 
that were in it. As wereturn'd. the Men in! 
Thaffie lay in wait for our prey, and took ii 
with our children. But we follow'd them, 
flew them. ane burgt their City, And whiltÞ 
| I was at the Waters of Gyreba, we fell upon 
the Men of Jotel. that came againſt us in Bat- 
le, and flew both them and their Accomplices. 
The fifth Day after ttiere came Men from Mal- 
chir to fetch away our Þ:1oners, whom we met 
in Battle, not withſtandiug they were a mighty 
Hoſt, and flew them tetore they could get up 
to the place that they came from. And when 
we came to their City, their Women rumbled 
down Stones upoa vs, from the top of the hill, 
whereon their City ſtood, but | and Seen ap- 
proaching the back- ſide of the Town got to the 
higher- places, and deſtroy'd the City, The 
next Day it was told us, that the Cities of 2 
Kings; came agaliuſt us with a huge Hoſt. I 
therefore, and Dan, fa ining ourſelves to be A. 
morrhe ans, in Alliance with them, weut into the 
City, and taking the Avenues at mid-aight, o- 

n'd the Gates to our Forces, ſo that we de- 
ſtroy'd them and all they bad; and when we 
had plunder'd the City, we demoliſh'd Wall 3 

alls 
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Walls thereof. 


which was the Refuge of all the Kings for 
their Wars; being inrag'd by a Wound, Imade 


aPuſh upon thoſe above me; but their fling- 1] 


ing Stones, aud ſhooting Arrows at me, had 
certainly kilPd me, had not my Brother Dan 
reſcued me. Therefore we came upon them 
in a Rage, and put them all to flight; but 
they paſſing by another way, went and ſued 
humbly to my Father, who made a Covenant 
with them, whereby we deſiſted from any fur- 
ther Hoſtilities, and eatring into an Alliance 


with them, deliver'd them all their Priſoners. | 


Then builded I Chamma, and my Father built 
Rambabel. Twenty Years old was I when this 
War was made, and the Canaanites were afraid 
of me and my Brethrea. I had much Cattle, 
and my chief Herdſman was Tear of Ocelaz, in 
whoſe Company I ſaw Ber/a King of Odellamy 


who made us a feaſt, and with much intreature- 
gave me his Daughter Bethſue to Wife, who | 


brought me forth Er, Anan, and Silon, of which 
three, God flew two childleſs. But S:loz lived, 


of whom ſome of you be the Children. My 
Father and we made 18 Years Peace with his 
When that 
time was expir'd, after our coming out of Me | 
/opotamia, in the qoth Year of my Age, Eſau | 
came upon us with a mighty Hoſt, and was ſlain 4 
by the Bow of Jacob, and convey'd away dead 
to Mount Scir. We alſo purſued the Children 
of Eſa, but his City was very ſtrong with 
bigh Walls, and Gates of Iron and Braſs, ſo as 

x We 3 


Brother E/au and his Children. 
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Then went we to Tams 
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we could not enter, however we ſhut them uy 
in it, and beſeig'd it. Now when they ſhew. 
ed not themſelves abroad in twenty Days, | 
put on an Helmet, and in the fight of them all, 
I fet up a Ladder, and skaling the Walls, flew 
four of tdeir Noblemen wich a Stone of the 
Weight of 3 Talents. The next Day Kuben 
and Gad went and flew threeſcoreothers. Thea 
they offered Peace, and we by our Father's Ad- 
vice received them into Tribute, And they 
| gave us 200 Quarters of Corn, 500 Bates of 
Oil, and 3500 Meaſures of Wine till we went 
down into Egyp:. After this, my Son married 
mW Thamar of Meſopotamia, Daughter of Aram. 
Now Er was a very wicked Son, and douhted 
much of Tamar, becauſe ſhe was not of the 
Land of Canaan. Therefore the Angel of the 
Lord flew him the third Nigat after his Marr!- 
age, hen he had not yet accompanied with 
ner, by reaſon of his Mother's ſubtlety, and fo 
died in his wickedneſs, for ſhe was loth that he 
Wt ſhould have had an) Children by her. 
When Anan was marriageable, I gave Thamar 
to him, and he likewiſe thro” ſpite, accompa- 
nied not with her, tho' he lived a Year with 
ber; and when threatned him, then he lay 
with her; but by his Mothers Commands, let 
his Seed fall upon the Ground; and ſo alſo he 
died in his Wickedneſs. I intended to give her 
do $22 alſo, but my Wife would not ſuffer it, 
5 for ſhe envied Thamar becauſe ſhe was not of 
tze Daughters of Canaan, as herſelf was. Now 
1 1 knew the offspring of Canaan was a 
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but yet did yonthful Fancy blind my Heart; 

and as I ſaw her pouring out Wine, I was de- 
ceived with Drunkenneſs, and fell in Love 
with ker. 
Upon a time while I was away, ſhe married 
gon to a Woman of Canaan, Gen, 38. for 
which I curs'd her ia the bitterneſs of my Soul, 
and ſo ſhe died in the wickedneſs of her Sons. 
Two Years atter this, as I went to ſhear my 
Sheep; Tamar decking herſelf like a Bride, 

ſate down at the Gate of the City; ( for it is 
cuſtomary with the Amorires to ſeat their Brides 
zt the Gates of their Cities for the ſpace of 7 
Days together, to be abuſed by Fornication ) 
I herefore being drunk with the Waters of Ho- 
eb, knew her not, by reaſon of Wine. inſomuch '} 
that her Beauty and Dreſs deceived ne. aud 
|! ereupon turning aſide unto her, I ſaid, Shall T 
come in unto thee? And I gave ber my Staff, 
zad my Girdle, and the Crown of my Kingdom. 
Upon my companying with her, ſhe conceived ; 
Afterward, | not knowing my ſelf to have been 
the doer thereof, would have put her to death 
for it, but ſhe having kept my Pledges by her, 
ſhamed me with them: And wheal had he d 
the Words which 1 ſpake, when I lay with her 
in my drunkenneſs, I could not put her to death 
becauſe it was of the Lord's Coings,but I toucu- 
ed her not any more to my dying Day. For. 
when I had dore this Abomiaation in Va, le 
ſe might work Wiles with we, I ſaid I would 
fet h my Pledges again of her; but when len- 


quired for her, ibe Townſmen ſaid, there was- 
Es, ©, f ao 
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no Bride in the City, becauſe ſhe came from a- 
nnother place, and had ſat there but a little 
nun hile, and ſhe thought that no Man koew of 
my going in unto her. Afterwards we came 
into Egypt to Jo/eph, becauſe of the dearth, 
I Six and Forty Years old was I when we came 
F hither, and threeſcore and thirteen years have 
8 11v'd here. And now my Sons, heor me your 
Father, in all things that! charge you withal, 
and keep you my Sayings, in doing all manner 
of Righteouſneſs before the Lord, ar. d in obey: 
ing the Commandments of the Lord God, and 
walk not after your own Juſts, nor after con- 
ceits of your own Minds, in the pride of your 
Hearts, nor glory in the works of the ſtreigth 
of your youth, becauſe it is ſinful in che fight 
of the Lord. For th I reproach'd my Broiter 
Ruben with Bilka my Father's Wife, becauſe no 
face of any beautiful Woman hath 1 et decei- 
ved me, therefore the Spirit of Fondneſs and 
Fornication fell upon me, ſo that J was overta- 
ken both in Bethe the Canaanite, and in Tha- 
mar the Wife of my own Sons. And I ſaid 
unto my Father-in-Law, I have made my Fa- 
ther privy to the matter, and therefore I will 
take thy Daughter to my Wife. 
at! - Hereupon he ſhewed me an iafinite Maſs of 
Gold it his Doughter's behalf (for te was a 
King, and decking ber with Gold and Pearl 
' order her to pour out Wine to us at Supp er, 
be Beauty of the Woman, and the Wi e to- 
geber, dazled mine Eyes, and Voluptuouſucſs 
did ſo darkea wy Underſtanding, that | fell 
Þ 11 
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in Love with h:r, and brake the Commandment: 


of God, and of my Fathers, and took her ta 


Wile. | 


According to the intent of my Heart, the- 


Lord paid me home for it; for I had no Joy 
of the children that I had by 
her. Now therefore, my 
Childrea be not drunk with 
Wine; for Wide turns a 


children that m 


Parents, plagued. 


without Conſent of l 


Man's Under ſtanding away from the Truth; 


aid kindleth is him the fire of Luſt, leading 


his Eyes into Efror, inſomuch as Wine is a: 


Servant of the Spirit of Lechery, to further 
the feeding of the Mind with Voluptuouſueſs, 
2rd ſo theſe Two bercave a Man of all Power- 
For if a Man drink Wine till he is drunken, 


he traineth bis Mind to the filthy thoughts of 


Lechery, and kindleth the Body to carnal Co- 


pulation, Ard if deſired occaſion ſerve, fin {| 
is wrought ia him without ſhame. Such a 
thing is Wine, my ſons, for a drunken man 


is aſhamed of nothing. Behold it made both 
me aud Thamar do amiſs, fo as I bluſhed not 


at the multitude in the City, but went aſide 


uato her in the ſight of all men, and commit- 


ted a great ſin in diſcovering the unclean pri- 
vities of my own ſons. 


Wife. 


eth Wine, had need of Diſcretion, and the 
Diſcretion that every Man ought to uſe ia 
drinking of Wine, is, that be be aſhamed to 
** Over- + 


Throvgh drinking of þ 
Wine I was not aſhamed to break God's Com- 
mandment, ia taking Woman of Canaan to 
Wherefore, my ſons, he that driock- I 
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over-drink himſelf, For if he paſs that 
Bound, he forgetteth his Underſtanding, and 
+ Cleaveth to the Spirit of Error, which cauſcth Þ | 
the drunken Man not to be aſhamed, but to 
boaſt of nis Leweneſs, thinking it to be good. 
He that committeth Whordom is bereft of his 
Liberty, and becometh a Bondflzve to Lech. 
ery, and cannot get out of it again, aſter the 
b fame wanver that I was made naked. For 
I gave over my Staff, that is to ſay, ine Stay 
of my Tribe, and my Girdle, that is, my Pow- 
er, and my Crown, that is, the Glory of my 
Kingdom How beit, repenting theſe things, 
foi bear all Wine end Fleſh to my old Age, 
and was utterly unacqua inted with all mirth. 
Aid the Angel of God ſhewed me, that Wo. 
men would from time to time overcome al! 
Men, as well Kings as Captives, and bereave 
great Men of their Glory. For the poverty 
of a yoor Man is a greater fence to bim than 
is the ſtrength of a mighty man 

Therefore, my Children, be me derate in 
drinking, for there are in it four noiſome Spi- 
kits, that is to ſay, of Concupiſcence, of Heart- 
durniag, of Letchery, and filtby Gain. If ye 
drink Wige merrily in the fear of the Lord 
with ſhamefaſtneſs, ye ſhall line ; but if ye drink 
without fegard of Shame and Fear of God, 
then it turns to Drunkenneſs, aud Diſhoneſty 


4 | ſteals iu. And it he drink note at all, then 
Dall ye nat fin, neither in ſlanderous Words, 


e God's Commandments, neither ſha!l ye pe- 


nor in Quarrelling, vor Railing, nor in Breach 
r1/h 
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riſh before your time; For Wine diſcovereth } 


the Secrets of God and Man unto Strangers, 


like as I bewrayed the Secrets of God, and of | 


my Father Jacob, to Bethſue the Canaanite, 


| which God hath forbidden to be dilcloſed : 


Aiſa Wine is a cauſe of War and Sedition. 

Moreover, I charge you my Sons, that yon 
love not Money, nor look upon the Beauty of 
Women; for Money and womanly Beauty made 
me overſhoot my {elf in Bethſue the Canaanite. 
And I ain ſure that theſe two things ſhall cor- 
tupti mine Offspring, and mar the wiſe Men of 
my Lineage, and hurt the Kingdom of Juaa, 
which God hath given me for obeying my Fa- 
For I never repined at my Father Ja- 
5s Commandments, but did whatſoever he 
required me, | 

And Abraham the Father of my Fathers bleſ- 


ther: 


ed me to fight for H racl, and fo did Iſaac bleſs 


me likewiſe: Ard kaow that the Kingdom 
all ſtand by me, but I have read in the Book 
of Enocs the righteous, that ye ſhall work 
Vickedneſs in the latter Doys. 

Ttrerefore my Children, Keep yourſclves. 
from Letchery and Covetouſneſs, and give 


car unto your Father J:4ah. For thoſe things | 


vithdt aw Men from God's Law, and biiud the 
Underſtanding of their Minds, and teach them 


pride; neither ſuffer they auy Man to ſhew 


Mercy to his Neighbour; they bereave his 
foul of all good things, aud hold it dowu in 
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pains and ſorrows. ; alſo they diſappoint him. 


of his reſt and ficep, and conſume his fleſti._ 
Finally, 
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_ Finally, they hinder Gad's ſacrifices, neg- 
lea bis bleſlings, diſobey the ſpeaking of the 
Prophets, and are offended at the Words of 
Godlineſs. 

For theſe two Paſſions are contrary to the 
Commandments of God: he that ſerveth them 
cannot obey God, becauſe they dazle Mens 
Minds, and walk abroad as well as Nights as 
Days. | 

My children, covetouſneſs leadeth Men to 
Idolatry. For through doting upoa Money, 


be calleth them Cods, which are not, and 


compelleth the infected party to grow more 
vilely out of kind. 

For Money ſake I loft my Child rea, and had 
not the penance of the firſt, and tne humbling 
of my ſoul, with the prayers of my father Ja- 
cob prevail'd, 1 had dyed as now without chit. 
dren. But the God of my fathers being mer- 
ciful, and full of pity and compaſſizn, knew 
that I finned through Ignorance. For the 


BF. Prince of Error had blinded me, and I over- 


ſhot my ſelf as a fleſhly man, and being corrup- 
ted with fin, kgew not mine own infirmity, 
but thought my ſelf to be invincible. 

© . Know ye therefore, my Sons, that two Spi 
tits do wait upon a Man, that is to ſay, the 
Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Error, and 
in the midſt between them is ſet the Spirit of 
Underſtanding of the Mind, whoſe Property 
is to inclige which way it liſteth. The things 
that belong to Truth and Untruth, are written 
in the Breaſt of Man, and God knoweth every 

; whit 


of JU D A. 


hidden at any time from him, becauſe all the 
privities and ſecrets of Mens Hearts are writ- 
ten before the Lord, and the Spirit of Truth 
beareth Witneſs of all things, and accuſeth all, 
and he that ſinneth hath a burning in his heart, 
and cannot lift up his face to his Judge. 

And now my-children, love ye Levi, that ye 
may abide, and exalt not yourſelves aboveſhim 
leſt ye periſh, The Lord hath given to him 
the Kingdom, and unto him the Prieſthood, 


and hath put the Kingdom under the Prieſt- 


hood: (a) | 
Unto Levi is given the (2) In reſpef? that beay 
Prieſthood, and unto Ju- V Pings are better chan 
4a the Kingdom, aud God 
hath put the Kingdom 
under the Prieſthood. Unto me he hath given 
the things that are upon the earth, and uato 
him (b) the things that 
are in heaven. As far 
as the heaven doth ſur- 
mount the earth, ſo far 
tie Prieſthood ſurmounts the Kingdom that is 


Rate and Government, 


(6) Therefore Jure Di vi na, 
the Pope can challenge B9 
earthly Power. 


upon the earth. For the Lord hath chofen- 


him above me to approach unto him, and to 
eat of his Table, aud to take the Firſtliogs of 
the Children of //racl, and thou ſhalt be a Sea 
nato him. 

For like as in the Sea both the righteous and 
varighteous are ia danger, and the one fort 


are caught priſoners, and the other fort are in- 


iiched ; even fo ſhall all kind of Men be ha- 
Zarged 


whit of it, and none of all mens works can be 


earthly. not in external 


At” v -—_ 
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 :4rdcd in thec, ſome ſinking in Miſery, and o- 
chers floating in Proſperity. For in thee ſhall 
| reign great Whales, which ſhall ſwallow up 
Men as Fiſhes, and bring Freemens Sons and 
Daughters in Bondage. They ſhall take away 
Mens Houſes, Lands, Cattle, and Money by 
force, and wrongfully they ſhall feed Ravens, 
and other greedy Fowls with many Folks 
Fleſh, and they ſhall proſper and flouriſh in 
naughtineſs, and be exalted thro? covetouſueſs, 
and there ſhall be falſe Prophets, like Storms, 
which perſecute ail righteous Men. But the 
Lord ſhall ſet em together by the Ears among 
themſelves, and there ſhall be continual Wars 
in Iſrael, and my Kingdom ſhall be kait up in 
ſtrangers, till the Saviour of Iſrael come, even 
till the coming of the God of righteouſueſs, 
that Jacoh and all Nations may reſt in peace, 
and he ſhall maintain my Kingdom in Peace for 


ever. For the Lord hath ſworn to me, that 


F the Kingdom of me, aud of my Sccd, ſhall 
never fail World without end. But 1 am forry 
my children, for the filthineſs, treachery, and 
E idolatry, which ye {hall work againſt the King- 
dom, by following Witches and Conjurers, by 
yowing your Daughters to deceitful Devils, by 
making them iachauters, charmers, and ſtrums 
pets and by intermedling your ſelves with the 
abominatious of the heathen, for which things 
the Cord ſhall b11:g upon you Famine and Pe- 
ſtilence, Leath and Sword, wrathtul Beſcige- 
meut, and devouring Dogs, reproach of Fiicads 
and Foes, loſs aud pain of Eyes, ſlaughter of 

Your 
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Goods, the burning of your Temple, the de- 
ſolation of your Country, and the captivity of 
yourſelves among all Nations, which ſhall geld 
ſome of you to make Eunuchs for their Wives, 
but if ye return to the Lord with hearty re- 
pentance and humility, and walk in all the 


commandments of God, he will viſit you with 


mercy, and loringly deliver you trom the bon- 
dage of your eremies. 


After this ſhall riſe among you a Star out of - 


Jecob, and a man ſhall ſpring out. of my ſeed, 
which ſhall walk as the Day - Sun of Righteouſ- 


your children, raviſhing of Wives, ſpoil of 


refs among the children of men, in peace aud 


meekneſs, and righteguſueſs, and n fin ſhall be 
found in him. The heave's ſhall open upon 
him, to pour out the Spi+ it of bletlednefs upon 
him from the Father, and be (hill ſhed out the 
Spirit of Grace upon you. and you ſhall be his 


at children in t:uth, walking in his firſt aud laſt 


commandmeats. 

This is the offspring of the moſt High God, 
and the Well ſpring of Life to all Fleſh. Theo 
hal} the Scepter of my Kingdom ſhine bright, 
ind out of your Root ſhall ſpring the Veſſel of 
Planting, in whom ſhall grow vp the Rod of 
Righteouſneſs unto the Gentiles, to judge and 
are all ſuch as call upon him. After this, all 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, riſe up again to lite, 
and I and the princes my Brethren, ſhall be 
jour Scepter in //rael. Levi, firſt, I next, Jo- 
the third, Benjamin the fourth, Simeon the 
ith, Vechar the fixth, and ſo all the reſt, 3 

| N 
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| And the Lord hath bleſſed us. Levi ſhall be 
the Meſſenger of my Preſence ;, Simeon the Pom. 

er of my Glory; Ruben Heaven; Iſſachar the 

Earth; Zibul-n the Sea; Joſeph the Moun. 
tains; Benjamin the Tb- nicle; Dan the Lights, 
Neptalim he Darnties ; Gad the Day-Sun ;, and 

Aſer an Ol:ve-Tree 

And there ſha!) be one People of the Lord, 
and one Torpnre . and the: e ſhall be no more 
the falſe Spirit of Hel, becauſe he ſhall be 
caſt into en dleſ Fire. 

They tha ar- boried in Sorrow, ſhall riſt 

in Joy, and they that were Poor for the Lord's 

_ fake, ſhall be made Rich. They that ſuffered 

Pe zury ſhait have Plei.ty ; and they th-t vert 

Weak ſhalt he made Strong. They that Dyed 

for the Lord's ſake, ſhall wake np unto Life, 

t and run in Fcob. Vea, they ſhall run Skipping 

8. an” leaping, and they ſhall fly as Eagles for Jy. 

But the Urgodly (þ U! be ſorrowful, and the Sinner! 

= — mourn, and all People ſhall glorify the Lord fo 

ever. 

» Therefore, my Children, keep all the Lai 
of the Lord, for there is Hope for all ſuch 2 
walk aright, A Hundred and Nineteen Tear 
old do I dye in your ſight. Let none of you 
bury me in coſtly Cloaths; nor rip my Bcllj 
for ſo will Rulers do; but carry me back into 
Hebron with you. With theſe Words 7u 

died; and his Children doing in all things 2 

he commanded them, buried him with his Fa 

thers in Hebron. | 1 


* 


1 


The Teſtament of Tſſachar, made 
to his Children at his Death, con- 


cerning a Single Heart, 


Learn here a femple Life, 
Not void of Pain, but Strife 
The Scythe, the Spade, rhe Ass, 
Ser forth nhat Min he was. 


, . 4 
* 0 
— — - — 


= « * = 
% N * 
0 A — 
d — 


N 
ut 


\ 
*. 


. \ \ 
Nan 
* W | 
1 
« 


\ ; \ 
{> 
pad; 


a0) 


| 


LIENS 
r r 2 


In 


1 


5 


1 


The Teſtament of ISSACHAR. 


| N E Copy of /{achar's Words. He cal. 
ling his Children about him, f21d un- 


to them, Ye Child:en of J{ac--r, hear your. 


Father, and bea ken to the Words of the be- 
loved of the Lord. I am Jacob' fifth Son in 
the Reward of Mandrakes : for Ruben brought 
Mandrakes ont of the Field, and Rachel meetuig 


bim, tock them of bim; the: eat Ruben wept, 
and at his Notie my Mother Lea came out. 
Now the Viandrakes were ſweet- {ceuted Ap- .; 


ples, which the Land ef m bringeth forth 


in high Countries, by tne Water Vallies. And 
Rachel ſaid, j w'll net give thee theſe Apples, 


becauſe they ſhall help me to Children. Now 
there were two of theſe Apples, and Lea ſaid, 
doth it not frſſice thee that thou haſt gotten 
away the Husbaad of my Virginity, but tnat 
** u wiit have this allo ? She anſwer'd, Let 
lie with thee to Night for thy Son's Man- 
ces. Lea ſaid unto her, Do not boaſt nor 
brag; for Jacob is mine, and | am the Wife of 
his Youth. And Kachel anſwered, how fo ? 
Was he not firſt hand- faſted to me, and ſerved 
he not our father 14 Years for me. What ſhall 


do to thee, for many are the wiles and policies 
IF it were not fo, the Face 


of deceitful Men. 
of Jacob ſhouldeſt thou not have ſcen this Day, 
for thon art not his Wife, but were guilefuliy 
put to him in my ſtead ; my father deceived 
me, and conveying me away that Night, ſuffer- 
ed me not to ſee him; for had 1 Reed there, 
this had not come to paſs. Wherefore take 
one Mandrake, and in lieu of the other; 1 Bren 

> thee 
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thee him for one Night ; and Jacob knew Lea: 

al· N who conceivinꝑ, bare me, and called my name 
m. ¶ Vac har, becauſe of the hire. Then an Angel 
ut appeared to Jacob, and ſaid that Rachel ſhould 
be· bear but 2 Sons, becauſe ſhe had forſaken the 
in Company of her Husband. and choſe contincncy 
Std if her my Mother Lea had not given the 
WwNtow Apples for bis Company, ſhe ſhould have 
V4 Yborn eight Children, whereas by reaſon of that 
ut. ¶ he bare but ſix, Rachel two, and becauſe God 
\ PF: igced her in the Mandrakes : For he knew that 
th e greatly deſired to company with Jacob for 
nd ges ſake, and not for luſt of pleaſure - For 
len ke laid up the Mandrake, and delivered it to 
7acoh the next day, and therefore God beard 
aid, Bachel in the ManCrakes, becauſe tho' ſhe had a 
tel mind to them, yet ſhe ate them nat, but offer d 
nal em to the Prieſt of the moſt High, and laid em 
Let up ia the Lord's Houſe, Therefore my children 
lan · Ihen I came to Man's eſtate, I walk d with an 
nor opright heart, became Bailiff of Husbandry to 
my fathers, and brought em the Fruits of their 
ande in their due Seaſons, and my father ble ſſed 
me when he ſaw me walk Pay INE imply; 

was no buſy body, nor ſpiteful or hurtful to m 

121g hbour 0 [ made not, = diſprariſed the Life F 
ny one, that walked in ſin gleneſo of nnd; by reaſen 
ererf, when I was 30 Tears old, I took a Wiſe, be- 
auſe Labour had conſumed my 4 eng th. I never 
knew the pleaſure: of a woman turo wartonneſs, but 
y [ ahour made me ſleep ſounely, and my father «1d 


ere, Days refoyce in my ſmpl cry, For whatever 
tale Pains I took; in the firit place 1 offer'd all 


the 
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and the Spirits of Error can do notaing agaiaſt 


not his Soul, neither doth his Mind run cove. 


Sod' Law, a:d old faſt plainneſs; walk on 


manner of busb-ndry, offering preſents to che 


Lord with thankſgiving, who bleſſed the wy 
f Wit 
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the firſt Fruits, and the firſt ingendred Cattle Ii. 
vnto the Lord by the Prieſt, and then gave ie. 
my father the reſt, and the Lord doubled hisF,, 
Benefits in my Hands: Yea, and Jacob him. Ir 
ſelf perceived well, that God wrought with 
my plain-dealing. For unto every poor Man, Ned 
and to every Man in adverſity, I gave of the rg 
fruits of the earth with a ſingle heart. And Ae 
now my children, hearken and walk in ſengle- Nor 


neſs of mind, for I know that the Lord is very, 


well pleaſed with it. The ſingle-hearted manſy;, 
covetcth not Gold, undermineth not his Neigh-h.: 
bour, luſts not after diverſity of meats, deſircſſ; ig 
not change of apparel, nor heightneth himſeltafi 

long time, but only has an eye to God's Wil, » 


him. For he cannot skill to entertain a fair]. 
Woman, leſt he ſhouid defile nis own Mind. 
Wrath over-maſters not his Wit, Envy melts]. 


touſly upon Gain For ne leadeth an upright 
life, and be nolds all things with a unvle eye flhece 
excluding all hurttuineſs of worldiy Error ſl M 
le} he ſhould overice any of the Command- 
ments of God. The tote, my children, keep 


in inaoecency. and be not too inquiſitive into 
God s ſecrets, or of your neighbours doings, but 
love Cod and your Neighbour ; pity the poot 
and weak ; bow down your back to husban- 
dry, and labour in tilling of the earth, in all; 


of JU DA. 
Ute ich increaſe, and a new ſpring of Fruits, as he 
Ae pleſſed all holy Men from Abel, to this Day; 
bis r there is no other Portion given thee, than 
im. f the Fatneſs of the Earth, whoſe Frvits come 
pl Tf pains-taking : For our Father Jacob bleſ- 
ed me with the Benefits of the Earth, and tho 
rſtliags of Fruits; Levi and Juda are gloriſi- 
d of the Lord among the children of Jacob; 
"For God bath planted himſelf in chem, giving 
0 one the Prieſthood, and to the other the 
nalinzdom ; Therefore obey ye them, and walk 
h- Plaialy as our father Jacob did; for unto G 


iF: is given to deſtroy the temptations of Iſra- 


It a 1, 
Jill, My Children, I know, that in the laſt Days 
10kY our Children ſhall forſake Plainn eſs, and 


falt eave to Covetouſneſo, let go lnuocency, and 
ind. n.] Leudneſs, leave God's Commandmeats, 


elts Nad ſtick unto Belial, give over Husbandry, 


e · ind gad after wicked Devices, and therefore 
gt all they be ſcattered among the Heathen, and 
-) become Bond- ſla ves to their Enemies. 

rer, f Wherefore warn your Children of it, that if 
nd- they fin, they may return quiekly to the Lord, 
ec) Ffor he is merciful, aud will deliver them, and 
oufdring 'em home again into their own Land. 
into Iam now an Hundred and Two and Twenty 
bullyears old, and I know nor any deadly Sin up- 
oorſen me. I have not known any Woman but my 
Wife, neither have I committed Whoredom 


Wine unto Drunkenneſs, neither have I co- 
veted any pleaſant things of my 3 
ere 


in the Lult of my Eyes. I have not drunk 


- 
- 
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f ti life, and dealt truly in all cafes, I have loved the 
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There hath been no guile in my Heart, neither hath 
there ary lying gore out of my lips. I have bee 
forry with every Man that was in heavineſs, ant 
given my bread to the poor, I haus not eaten m 
Meat alone, nor removed the Bounds and Built. 
of Landi. I have been pitiſul in the day; of my 


Lord with all ny ſtrength, and all Men as my om 
Children: 

My Sons, if you alſo do the like, all the Spi. 
rits of Belial will fly from you, and nothing 
that m/chievous Aden can do againſt you, ſhall 
have power over you. You ſhall bring all 
wild beaſts into ſubjection to you, becauſe you 
have the Lord of hcezven with you, if you 
walk with him ig ſiugleneſs of heart. 
And he willed them to carry his Body in- 
to Hebron, and to bury him there in the Gran 
with his Fathers. 

Thus he ſeretched out his Feet, and died in 
gooa Ape, having all bs L:mhs ſtrong and ſouni 
and ſlept the Sleep of all the World 


Would now our Youth the Patriarch's Laws receiv, 
How happy may this Generation live : 

Our dreadſul Sins C next Sod. m's) ſo09m would cei): 
And God's jut Anger urg d, would turn to Peace 
A Retormation, then this Laud would fee, 

When juda's Lans ſhall teach us Unity: 


And Crown with joy the aged Parents Days, 
To fee their Otispring tread in Wiidoms Way.. 
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The Teſtament of Zabulon, 


made to his Children at his Death, 
concerning Compaſſion and Mercy. 


A 
5 77 , 
e,, 


. 


You that are Wealthy grown, behold and ſee, 
Zabulon's Pattern of true Charity; 
The Stranger, which at Night is Weary grown, 
He quickly Feeds as if he were his on; 
Cloaths the Uncover'd Body, and takes Care, 
He ſhall have Food to Eat, and Cloaths to Pear; 
And tho) a Fiſherman, like Peter, he 
Caught Souls at Home, and Tangled Fiſh at Sea. 
Tis therefore that he gave Thu Teſtament, 
That all his Sons might be to Mercy bent. 
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TESTAMENT 


Z ABULON. 


Children in the hundred and four- 
teenth Year of his Life, two and thirty 
. Years after the De- 
neee ceaſe of Foſeph, and 


«Irs E Charge that Zabulon gave to his 


When it was given, Gen. : 
= q 3 ſaid unto them, Hear 


ye me, ye Sons of Za- 
bulon, a good Gift to my Father and Mo- 
ther; for when I was begotten, my Father 
was greatly increaſed in Sheep and Cattel, by 
reaſon of the good Luck that he had through 
the ſtraked Rods, I wiſt not, my Children, 
I wiſt not, that I ſinned in thoſe Days; for 
I conſidered not that I dealt wickedly 
through Ignorance in Foſeph's Caſe: And 
moreover, concealed it with my Brothers, 
from our Father, howbeit that I wept 


much for it in Secret: For I was ſore a- 


fraid of my Brothers, becauſe they had all 
conſpired together to kill him with the 
Sword that ſhould bewray that Secret. 
| Nevertheleſs, when 
they would have kil- 
led him, I beſought 
them moſt earneſtly with Tears, that they 

: | Would 


The Love of Zabulon 
towards Joſeph. 


The Teſtament, Cc. 


would not do ſuch Wickedneſs. For Si- 
meon and Gad came upon Foſeph to have kil- 
led him, and Foſeph falling upon his Kuees, 
ſaid unto them, Have pity upon me, my 
Brethren, have pity upon the Bowels of 
our Father Facob, Lay not your Hands 
upon me to ſhed innocent Blood; for 1 
have not ſinned againſt 4 len Conſeienee rein 
you, If I have done tb no Trial. 

amiſs, nurture me Love between Bretbren 


with Chaſtiſement; * «precious Olrtmens: 
Mutual Love is mu- 


but lay not your A 
Hands A me, for N Safer 1 
our Father Jacob's Sake. Upon his ſaying 
of theſe, Words, I being moved with Com- 
paſſion came and wept, and my Heart mel- 
ted within me, and all the Subſtance of 
my Bowels were looſened upon my Soul, 
and Foſeph wept, and I with him, and my 
Heart trembled, and the Joynts of my Bo- 
dy quaked, and I was not able to ſtand. 
And when he ſaw me weeping with him, 
and them coming towards him to kill him, 
he fled behind me, and beſonght them tao 
take pity of him. Then Reuben ſtepping | 
in, ſaid, My Brethren, let us not kill him, 
but let us caſt him into the dry Pit, that 
our Fathers digged and found no Water 
in it. God ſuffered not any Water to 
ſpring up in it, becauſe it ſhould be a Safe- 
guard for Foſeph. And fo they did till they 
ſold him to the Iſumaelites. I hus gave T not 
conſent to the Sin againſt Joſeph: But Sime- 
. 2 14 | o 
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; on, Gad, and the other of my Brothers, ta- 
1 king Money for Joſeph, 


A Figure of the Treg. N 1 
| cbery and Covetouſneſs of donde — with it 
1 Judas, read Matth. 27. for themlelves, their 


5 Wives and Children, 
fſaying, Let us not eat it, becauſe it is the 
Price of our Brother's Blood; but let us 
tread and trample it under our Feet, be- 
cauſe he ſaid he ſhould reign over us, and 
we ſhall ſee what his Dreams will come un- 
to. Therefore in the Scepter of Enoch's 
Law, it is written of him, that would not 
raiſe up Seed to his Brother, I have looſed 
Foſeph Shoe; for when we came out of E- 
gypt, the young Man unbuckled Foſeph's Shoes 
at the Gate, and ſo we worſhipped Foſeph 
as if it had been Pharaoh; and not only 
worſhipped him, but alſo kneeled down be- 
fore him with bluſhing, and ſo were we 
put to ſname before the Epyprians; for at- 
terward the Egyptians heard of all the ill 
that we had offered and done to Foſeph, Af- 
ter the laying of him in the Pit, my Bro- 
thers ſet meat upon the Table to cat ; but 
I mourning for Joſeph, did taſt no meat by 
the ſpace of two Days, _— two Nights to- 
| : . gether; neither would 
* _- careful ſ bir Jada eat with em, 
but had an Eye unto 
the Pit, becauſe he feared leſt Simeon and 
Gad ſhould ſtep thither and kill bim: 
When they ſaw 1 ate nothing, they ſet me 
to keep him till he was fold, He was in 

| | SET 
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the Pit three Days and three Nights with 


out repaſt, yet he was : Fo 
ſold. ks hearing ,, Farm "I 
that he was fold in | 
his Abſence, rent his Garments, and wept, 
ſaying, How ſhall I look my Father Facob 
in the Face? And therewithal taking Mo- 
ney, he ran after the Merchantmen; but 
he could not find them, for they had left 
the King's Highway, and were gone away 
apace by By-lanes, and Reuben eat no Meat 
that Day. Dan therefore coming unto 
him, ſaid, Weep not, neither be ſad for 
the Body; for I wot what we may ſay un- 
to our Father Facob : : 

We will kill a Kid, ff ne need Pol 
and ſtain Foſeph's Coat n | 
with the Blood of it, and ſay unto him, 
See if this be thy Son's Coat, or no; for 
when they intended to ſell Foſeph, they 
{tripped him out of our Father's Coat, and 
put upon him an old Coat of a Bond-ſer- 
vant, Simeon had gotten his Coat, and 
would not deliver it us, but was minded 
to have cut it in Pieces with his Sword: 
And he was angry that he was yet alive, 
and that he had not ſlain him. Then all 
my Brethren riſing up together, ſaid un- 
to him, Why ſhouldeſt not thou give it us, 
ſeeing that thou only art the Worker of 
this Miſchief in Jrael? Hereupon he gave 
it them, and they did as Dan had counſel- 
led, And now my Children, 1 warn you, 
D 3 | keep 
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zabulon bis Ex horta. keep the Lord's Com- 
tion, mandments, be mer. 
' Compaſſion i; to be ſh:w- ciful to your Neigh. 
ed as weil to Beaſts as 10 bour, and have in- 
_ ward Compaſſion to. 
wards all, not only Men, but alſo Beaſts. 
For in that reſpect the Lord bleſſed me, 
inſomuch that when all my Brothers were 
ſick, I eſcaped without Sickneſs. For 
God knoweth cyery Man's Intent. There. 
fore my Children, have Compaſſion in 
your Bowels; becauſe that as any Man 
dealeth with his Neighbour, ſo will God 
deal with him. For the Children of my 
The Une) ciful pawif Brothers fell ſick alſo, 

2 Merciſu — 5 7 

ed, both they = their ny died for Joſe F 15 
Childrens Sake, becauſe their Fa- 
| thers pitied him not, 

but my Children were preſerved without 
Sickneſs, as you know. And while I was ! 
upon the Sea Coaſt of Canaan, I fell to iſh. ſh 
ing for my Father Jacob; and whereas ma- 
ny. others were drowned in the Sea, Ja-! 
bode unhurt. I was the firſt that made a 
Fiſhers-Boats firſt in- Piſher- boat to float 
werred by Zabuton, bus upon the Sea, for God 
God gave the Wiſdom, gave me Underſtan- 
Gen. 39 ding and Wiſdom 
therein, fo that I did ſet up a Maſt in the 
Boat, and faſtned a Sail in the midſt of 
the Wood, and coaſting along the Shoar in 
it, I fiſhed for my Father's Houſhold, till 


we came into Egypt, and for pity ſake ! 
155 | gave 


& 


_— 


of -Z abulon. 


gave of my fiſhing to 
every Stranger that l 
met with, if there 


The fingul4y Compaſſion 
Zabulon. 


were any Foreigner born, or any ſick Bo- 


dy, or any aged Perſon, I boid my Fiſh, 
2nd dreſſed it well according to every Man's 
Need, and carried it to them, comforting 
them, and having Compaſſion with them. 
And therefore God made me tocatch much 
Fiſh in the Sea, For he that 
Neighbour, receiveth the Things multipli- 
ed of the Lord. Five Years did 1 fiſh, gi- 
ving to every. Man | 
that I ſaw, and ſer- 
ving all my Father's 


Zabulon's Mercy in gi- 
ving Food. 


Houſe ſufficiently : In Harveſt Time 1 


fiſhed, and in Winter Time I fed Sheep 
with my Brothers. Now will I tell you 
what I did, I ſaw a miſerable Man in the 
deep of Winter, and having Compaſſion 
upon him, I ſtole a 
Garment privily out 
of my Kouſe, and 


A merciſu} Deed to 
cloth the Naked, 


gave it the naked Man; you therefore mx 


Children, take pity indifferently of all 
Men, and ſhew Mercy with the Things 
which the Lord giv2th you, and deal them 
Abroad to all Men with a good Heart, and 
if ye have not wherewith to ſuccour the 
Needy out of hand, yet have Compaſſion 
on him with inward Mercy. I know that 
my Band foreſtowed inmerd Compaſſim wir- 
not to give to him tirg Ability ſerueib. 

. D 4 that 


giveth his 


| 
| 


| 
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that wanted, and to ſpend the Time with 
him, inſomuch that 1 have walked above 
ſeven Furlongs with ſuch a one weeping, 
| and my Heart yerned 
upon him for Com- 
paſſion. You there- 
fore my Children, have earneſt and in- 
ward Mercy towards all that are in Miſery, 
that God having pity upon you, may be 
mercitul to you likewiſe. For in the laſt 
. Days God will ſend 
oy "£m" his Mercy upon the 
: Earth, and whereſo- 
ever he findeth inward and hearty Mercy, 
there will he dwell; for look how much 
Mercy Man ſheweth to his Neighbour, fo 
much will God ſhew to him again. Now 
Joſeph rewarded Good when we came down 
for evil, into Fgypt, FToſeph 
minded not our evil 
Dealing with him, but when he ſaw me, it 
made his Heart yern; Whom look ye up- 
on my Children? Learn to forget the Harm 
that is done to you. Love ye one another, 
and do not one of you think upon another's 
He that # mindful of W 1 for —_ 
3 * reaketh Unity, an 
dip all Kin- 
dred, and troubleth the Mind. For he 
that is mindful of harm paſt, hath not the 
Bowels of Mercy. Mark the Water, and 
ſee how it waſheth away the Sand, when 
the Stones and Timber are remov'd 2 
er. 


Arge Example of 4 
merciful Heart. | 


wo FF» Hr jz' 
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CO wh 


of 2 bulon. 


And if a Brook 


be drawn into many 
Streams, the Earth ſucketh it up, and it 


der. Apt Similitude. 


cometh to nothing: And ſo ſhall you, if 
you be divided among your ſelves; there- 

fore divide not your | 
ſelves into two Heads; 
for all Things that 
God hath created have but one Head apiece: 
He hath given a Man two Shoulders, two 
Hands, and two Feet; but yet do all the 
Members obey one Head, I know by the 
Writings of my Fathers, that in the laſt 
Days ye ſhall depart from the Lord, and 


be divided in 1/rael, ; or 
following two Kings, 1 n 
working all Abomina- | 
tions, and worſhipping all manner of Idols, 
and your Enemies ſhall take you Priſoners, . 
and you ſhall fit among the Heathen in all 


cord. 


Miſery, Tribulation and Sorrow of Mind: 


And afterward you ſhall remember the 
Lord, and repent, and he ſhall turn you a- 
gain; for he is merciful, and full of Com- 
paſſion, and thinketh not upon the Lewd«- 
neſs of the Children of Men, becauſe they. 
be Fleſh, and the Spirit of Errour beguiles 
them in all their Doings, After this ſhall God 
himſelf raiſe up unto you the Light of Righ- 
teouſneſs: And Wholeſomneſs and Mercyare 
in his Puniſhments. He ſhall redeem all Men 
from the. Bondage of Belial, and all the 
Spirits of Errovr ſhall be troden down, and 

| 4 NE. 
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An Exhortation to Con- 
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ne ſhail wr aft Nations to the following 
of him, and ye ſhall ſee God in the Shape 
of Man; for God hath choſen Jeruſalem, 
and God is his Name: Nevertheleſs, by 
the Wickedneſs of your Words, you ſhall 


WW of tin the Time of full Finiſhing, And now 
my Children, be not ſad for my Death, 
neither be ye out of Heart, becauſe l leave 
vou. For I ſhall riſe up again among yon, 
nas a Captain in the midſt of my Tribe, a- 
mong as many as have kept the Law of the 
Lord, and the Commandments of their Fa- 
| ther Zabulon: But as 
re Sta Wic- . 

a 3 —44 * for the Wicked, God 
| . will bring everlaſting 
Fire upon them, and deſtroy them for e- 
ver. Ireturn to my Reſt, as my Fathers 
haye done: Now fear you the Lord your 
8; God with all your Strength all the Days of 
pour Life. As he had ſpoken theſe Words, 
| he fell aſleep, to bis ſingular Benefit : And 
his Sons laid him in a Coffin, and carried 


him there with his Fathers. 


The 


provoke him to Wrath, and ye ſhall he caſt 


nim back again into Hebron, and buried 


. an « ® 


8 3 S 8 he | 


he 
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9 


made to his Children at his Death, 
concerning Anger and Lying. q 


| 


j 
| 


The wily Serpent with a Sword made bold, 
Undaunted does his wrathful Temper hold, 

And Thoughtleſs of the impending Danger flees, 
Till he becomes himſelf the Sacrifice : — 
This paſſionate Dan well knew. and there fore he, 
Defires his Children that they ai may flee, 5 


From Anger, Ling, and Hypocriſy. 


1H 
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TESTAMENT 


O F 

D AN 
* E Copy of Dan his Words, which 
he ſpake unto them in his laſt Days ; 


in the hundred five and twenticth Year of 
his Life, he called his Tribe unto him, 


and ſaid, 
3 1 Ye Children of Dan, 
47 Outward Pro- I 
e bear e an 


lies and Anger, Schools . 
Maſters of evil Life. Words of your Fa- 
Selſ. love thinketh bin- ther's Mouth, I liked 
fr 2 — * in my Heart, and 
7 0ga * 
aided to Mb ther... - ſnewed in my Whole 
| | Life the Thing that 


is good, for Truth joined with right Dea- 
ling pleaſeth God well. I have hated hurt- 
ful Things, as Lying and Anger, becauſe 


they teach a Man all manner of Naughti- 


neſs, I confeſs unto you my Children this 
Day, that I was glad in my Heart at the 
Death of Foſeph, that true and good Man; 
and rejoiced at the ſelling of him, becauſe 
our Pather loved him more than us. For 
the Spirit of Spightfulneſs and Pride ſaid 
unto me, Thou art his Son too, as well as 
de. And one of the Spirits of Belial means 
| wit 


# 
* F 


* 
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with me, ſaying, Take this Sword and ſlay | 
Joſeph with it, and when he is dead, thy 
Father ſhall love thee. This was that Spi- ( 
rit of Spightfulneſs which counſelled me 
to devour Fofeph, as the Leopard devoured } 
a Kid. But the God 
of our Father Jacob 3 e 
did not put him into * 
my Hands, nor ſuffer me to find him a- 
lone, that I might diſpatch two Scepters | 
in 1ſrael, by committing that Wickedneſs. 
And now my Chil- | 
dren, I tell you of a ee ge n 
Truth, that unleſs 9 ö 
you keep your ſelves from the Spirit of 
Lying and Wrath, and love Truth, and 
long Sufferance, ye ſhall periſh, Wrath is 
blind, my Children; and no wrathful Man 
looketh Truth in the Face, becauſe that 
altho' they were his Father and his Mo- 
ther, yet doth he hold 'em all his Enemies. 
Tho? he be his Brother, yet he knoweth ſt 
him not. Tho' he be the Lord's Prophet, ſt 
yet obeyeth he him not. Tho' he be a righ- If 
reous Man, yet he regardeth him not And ff 
though he be his Friend, yet he conſider- 
eth it not. For the Spirit of Wrath be- 
ſetteth him with the Snares of Error; 
blinding his natural Eyes, and dimming 
the Eyes of his Mind by Falſhood, and gi- 
ving to him a Sight of his own making. Þ 
And wherein bleareth he his Eyes? In ha- 
tred of Heart; for he giveth him a 1 — ö 
| | willed J 


| 


I willed Heart againſt his Brother to ſpight 
him, and envy him. My Sons, Wrath is 
| miſchievous; for it becometh a Soul to the 
Soul, and ſubdueth the Body to it ſelf, by 
over-maſtering the S5ul, and giveth Power 


—ͤ—ñ—3P6ᷓ— — — — 2 


7 


The Teſtament 


to the Body to work all Wickedneſs. And 
when the Soul hath wrought it, it juſtifi- 
eth the Thing done, becauſe it ſeeth not. 
Therefore he that is wrathful, if he be 
a Man of might, had treble Power in his 
Anger. One, thro' the Help and Furthe- 


trance of his Servants: Another, of his Ri- 


ches, where thro' he perſuadeth and over- 
cometh his Unrighteouſneſs: And a third, 
of the Nature of his own Body, which of 
it ſelf worketh Evil. An tho' he that is 


angry be a poor Man, yet hath he his natu- 


ral Power doubled, For the ſaid Spirit doth 


always further his Wickedneſs, by cauſing 
his Deeds to be matched with Lying. 
Wherefore conſider the Power of Wrath 
Two Inſtrumenis of 2 n * „ "IM 
Wrath, bitter Spe:ch, vi. he is in bitter Speech, 
. and walketh at Sa- 

tan's right Hand, that 
his Deeds may be wrought in Untruſti- 


neſs and Lying. For Satan doth firſt of 
all ſting him by Speech, and when he 


hath once pricked him forward, he ſtreng- 


theneth him by Deeds, and troubleth his 


Underſtanding with bitter Nips and Loſ- 
ſes, and ſo provoketh his Mind to ex- 
ceſſive Wrath. Therefore when any Man 
ſpeaketh 


. TR AHH AMO On- e. A e iy 


of DAMN. 


ſpeaketh againſt you, be not mov'd to An- 
ger: And if he praiſe you as good Men, be 
not puffed up, nor Remedy againſt Wrath | 
changed into volup- i, forbewing of Words, | 
tuouſneſs and Fierceneſs of Countenance z 
for when a Man heareth a Thing that diſli- | 
keth him, firſt, it tickleth him, and ſting- 
eth his Mind, ſo that he thinks he hath. 
juſt cauſe to be angry. Now therefore my 
Children, if ye fall into any Loſs or Hin- 
drance, = not out of Patience, for the 
Spirit of Impatience + 
ch Men to luſt 22 Effet of Inpoi- 
for the Thing that ; 

is forgone, and to be angry for the want 
of it. Bear your Loſles willingly, and 
he not out of quiet for it; for Unqui- 
erneſs engendreth Anger and Untruth: 
And it is Evil to have a double Face. An- 
ger and Untruth talk one to another, to 


trouble the Underſtanding: And when the 


Mind is cumbred with Diſdain, the Lord 
departeth from it, and Belia] getteth the 
Dominion of it. Therefore my Children, 
keep the Lord's Commandments and Laws, 
eſchew Untruth and hate it, that the Lord 
may dwell in you, and Bel:al flie from you. 
Speak every one of you the Truth to his 
Neighbour, that ye fall not willingly into 
Incumbrance, and ſo ſhall ye be in quiet, 
and ye ſhall have the God of Peace: War 
mall not prevail againſt you. Love the 

8 Lord 
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1 * long, and love ye one 
SR 8 another with ſooth- 
faſt Heart. For 1 am ſure that in the lat. 


and walk in Naughtineſs, working the A- 
Ebominations of the Gentiles ; and haunting 
E wicked Women in all Lewdneſs, by the 
working of deceitful Spirits in you. For 


Prince; and that all the Spirits of Forni- 
cation and Pride, ſhall ply themſelves in 
W laying Snares for the Children of Dan, to 
make them Sin before the Lord. But my 


on them in all Things. The Children of 
Judah ſhall ſnatch away other Men's Goods 
like Lions through Covetouſneſs. oy 2 
RE: Cauſe ſhall ye be led 
Nu for coueuſ: away with them into 


* Prophe cy of Chrift bs of Egypt, 2 all the 
1 —_ Malice of. the Hea- 
en r bel. then: Whereupon ye 
mall return to the Lord, and obtain Mer- 
cy, and he ſhall bring you into his Holy 
Place, and proclaim. Peace to you. The 
Lord's faving Health ſhall ſpring up unto 
you out of the Tribes of Juda and Levi. 
He ſhall make War againſt Belial, and give 
our young Men the Victory in Revenge- 
ment. He ſhall deliver the impriſoned: 


* Lord all your Life 


ter Days ye ſhall depart from the Lord, 


I have read in Enoch, that Satan is your 


Children ſtick ye unto Levi, and look up- 


1 „ maves alealurid Captivity, and there 
EF Mercy, xeceive all the Plagues 


Souls. 


fe 


Is. 
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TE of DAN. 
Souls of the Saints from Belial, and turn 


your unbelieving Heart to the Lord, and 


give everlaſting Peace to ſuch as call upon 
him. The Saints ſhall reſt in him; and the 
Righteous ſhall rejoice in the new Feruſa- 


lem, which ſhall glorifie God for ever. Fe- } | 
ruſalem ſhall no more be waſted, nor Iſrael A 


led into Captivity, becauſe. the Lord ſhall 


be converſant among Men in the midſt of | 
One of Iſrael ſhall reign © 


it, and the 


over. you in Lowlineſs and Poverty, and he 


that believeth in him, ſhall certainly reign 


in Heaven. Now my Children, fear the 


Lord, and beware of Satan and his Spirits. 


And draw near to God, and to the Angel ©: 
that excuſeth you, for he is the Mediator 


Cbriſt our Mediator. 


ſoever Iſrael decay- Tmpations:  - 
eth, then ſhall his E- ou 


nemies Kingdom come to an End- But 
the ſaid Angel ſhall ſtrengthen Iſrael, that 


he come not to an evil End. At that Time 


ſnall 1ſrael depart from Iniquity, and the 


Lord ſhall vifit ſuch as do his Will in all 


Places of Iſrael, and among the Heathen 


his Name ſhall be, The Saviour. There- 
fore my Children, keep your ſelves from 


all noiſome Dealing, and put from you 
1 Wrath, 


4 — 


N 
between God and Man, to ſet Peace in 1. | 
rael. He ſhall ſtand againſt the Kingdom 
of the Enemy, and therefore will the Ene- - 
my labour to overthrow all that call upon 
the Lord : For he 3 


knoweth that when- Chriſt afſiterb us in att 3 l 


The Teſtament, C “ 
Wrath, and all Untruth : Love Truth and 
Mildneſs, and look what you have heard 
of your Father, deliver it over to your 
Children, that the Father of Nations may 
receive you. For he was ſoothfaſt, long- 
ſuffering, meek, lowly, and a Teacher of 
God's Law by his own Works. Therefore 
depart from all Unrighteouſneſs, that ye 
ma ſtick to the Righteouſneſs of the Lord's 
Law, and bury ye me by my Fathers, In 
Taying theſe Things he kiſſed them, and 
flept the Sleep of the World. And his Sons 
buried him, laying his Bones by Abraham, 
Jſaac und Jacob. And like as Dan had pro- 
Phe ſied to them, that they ſhould one Day 
neglect God's Law, and eſtrange themſelves 
from the Off- ſpring and Native Country 
of Jrael, ſo came it to paſs. 


The 
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The Teſtament of Neptha- | 


lim, made to his Children at his Death, 
concerning eee 


— 


I 
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Who#er you are, let your Condition be, 
Either with Freedom bleſt, or Slavery; 
N eood as Nepthalim ; and run apaces, _ 
G odlineſs and Hontſty, 4 4 glorious Race: | 
God has Ears to hear the poor Man's Pray v, 
Ind takes the humble Souls into his Care: 
Bleſſes their Handy- wurk, and crowns their Day:, | 
Whilſt they with grateſul hearts return * praiſe. 


THE 


TESTAMENT |: 


the 
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Life. At the Coming of his Children to. | wa 
gether, in the ſeventh Month, the fourth lin 
Day of the Month, he being yet in good I ſhe 
& Health, commanded a ſumptuous Feaſt, wa 
and great Cheer to be prepared. When he cat 
& awoke in the Morning from Sleep, becauſe Fo 
be was even at Death's Door, he praiſed I the 
the Lord that had ſtrengthened him, and I fag 
began to ſpeak to his Children in this wiſe. | Na 
My Children, give ear to. Nepthalin, Neth 
hearken to your Father's Words: 1 was per 
born of Biba, and becauſe Rachel dealt I} the 
craftily in putting Bilha to Jacob in her ¶ tio 
own ſtead, and Bitha was delivered of me to 
in Rachel's Lap; therefore was 1 called I Spi 
ww Nepthalim. And Rachel loved me, becauſe oft 
I Was born on her Lap, and ſne kiſſed me is 
when I was a little one, ſaying, God let Fo 
me ſee à Brother of thine out of mine own 
Womb after thee. By reaſon whereof, Ja- 
feph was like to me in all Things, -accard- 


_ 


— 


The Teſtament, &. | 
ing to RachePs Requeſt. Now my Mother 


Bilha was the Daughter of Rotheus, the Bro- 
ther of Debora, Rebekah's Nurſe, and was 


born the ſelf-ſame Day that Rachel was 
born: For Rotheus was a Chaldean of Abra- 
ham's Kindred, a Worſhipper of God, free 
Born, and a Nobleman. Howbeit for as 


much as he was taken Priſoner, Laban # 


bought him, and married him to a Bond- 
woman of his, call'd Eve, who brought 
him forth a Son, whom he named Zeliphas, Þ 
after the Name of the Caſtle wherein he 
was taken. Afterward ſhe bare Bilha, cal- } 
ling her, her new haſty Daughter, becauſe 
ſhe was found of Fig Dug as ſoon as ſhe Þ} 
was born, And be- pre ER 
cauſe I was as ſwift of 3 Ner- 
Foot as a Stag, my FaQ 25 " 
ther Jacob appointed me to run of all Meſ- i 
ſages and Errands, and bleſſed me by the 
Name of Stag. For as the Potter Know- 
eth what his Veſſel ſhall contain, and tem- 
pereth his Quantity of Clay thereafter; io 
the Lord maketh a Man's Body propor- 
tionable to the Spirit that he will put in⸗ 
to it, and fitteth the God bis Wiſdom in ere. 


ofthe Body, ſo as there rs 2 

is no Inequality or Odds betwixt them: 
For all the Lord's Creatures are made by 4 
Weight, Meaſure and Rule. And as the 
Potter knoweth the Uſe of every of em, 
to what Things they be 3 17 Fo 
” 4:5 LE |; = 4 p | Or 


—ꝛ—.46 


Woman. 
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Lord knoweth the Body, how far forth it 


is fit for Goodneſs, and when it beginneth 
in Evil. 


For there is not any Creature 
reaſonable, nor unreaſonable; which the 
Lord knoweth not ; for he hath created 
all Men after his own Image, and as Man's 
Strength is, ſo is his Work; as is his Will, 
F ſo is his Work; as is his Forecaſt, ſo is his 
Doing; as is his Heart, ſo is his Mouth; 
as is his Eye, ſo is his Sleep; and as 1s bis 
Mind, ſo is his Talk; either of the Law of 
W the Lord, or of the Law of Belial. And 
look what Diverſity is between Light and 
Darkneſs, or between Sight and Hearing ; 
the ſame Diverſity is there in Man and 
Neither is it to be ſaid, that 
there is any Betterneſs in any Thing, ei- 
ther of the Face or of other like Things. 
For God hath made all Things good in 


their Order or Degree: He hath ſet the 


five Wits in the Head, and knit the Head 
to the Neck, and covered it with Hair for 
= his Glory. Moreover, he hath aſſigned the 
Heart to Wiſdom; the Belly to the Avoi- 
dance of theStomach; the Breaſt to Health; 
the Liver.to Anger; the Gall to Bitterneſs; ; 


the Spleen to Laughter ; the Kidnies to 


1 Craftineſs ; the Loins to Strength ; the 
= Ribs to Comlineſs ; the Seed to D 
| f &c. ſo my Children 
e Things muſt be «Me qo all Things in Or- 
in Time pw Order, 
The Reaſon, der, and in the Fear, 
731 of 8 neither do ye 
an 
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of F Nepthalim. 


1 
1} 


any Thing diſorderly in Scorn, or out of -\| 


due Seaſon. For thou canſt not command 


the Eye to hear, neither canſt thou do the 
the Works of Light in Darkneſs, There- 
fare haſt thou ot to mars your Doings 


thro' Covetouſneſs, or to beguile your own 


Souls with fond Talk. For by holding 
your Peace with a clean Heart, ye ſhall be 
able to keep the Will of God, and to caſt 


U 


$ 


| 
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away the Will of the Devil: The Sun, 


Moon and Stars, break not their Order, 
neither break you God's Law in the Order 
of your Doings. The Gentiles by going a- 
ſtray, and by forſaking the Lord, have 


changed their Order, and followed Stocks 4 1 


and Stones, and Spirits of Error. But do 


you not ſo, my Children, Know ye that 


your only One God is the Lord inthe Skies, 
on the Earth, in the Sea, and of all Crea- 
Itrures, for he is the Maker of them; and 
de not like Sodom, which altereth the Or- 


der of her Nature; likewiſe the Waters 
altered the Order of their Nature; and 
they whom God curſed in the Flood, ma- 


king the Earth deſolate and fruitleſs for 


their Sakes: My Chil- 
dren, Iſay theſe things Nepthalim proph/icrb 


becauſe Lhaveread in 
the Holy Writings of Enoch, that you alſo 


ſhall-bring Thrald om upon you, ſo as you 


| hel Ay your e and be pinched 


With 


the Miſery: of his Chi. dren. 


ſhall depart from the Lord, and walk in 
all the Wickedneſs of Se and the Lord 


. 
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With all Manner of Tribulation and Pain; 


till God , conſume you every one: And 
When ye be made few and ſmall, ye ſhall 


turn again, and know the Lord your God, 


and he ſhall bring you agaiu into your own 
Land, according to his manifold Mercy. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that when they 
ſhall become into the Country of their Fa- 
thers they ſhall forget the Lord again, and 
deal wickedly, ſo as the Lord ſhall ſcatter 


them all over the Face of the whole Earth, 
WW tillin the Mercy of the Lord, come a Man 


that poureth out Mercy and Righteouſneſs 
upon all Men, both far and near. For in the 
xl. Year of my Life, upon Mount Olivet, to- 
ward the Eaſt Side of Feruſalem, I ſaw the 


| | Sun and Moon ſtand ſtill, and behold Iſaac 
my Father's Father ſaid to us, come hither 


apace, and every one of you take hold ac- 
. cording to his Strength, for the Sun and 
Moon may be caught. And we came run- 


VB ning all together, and Levi caught hold of 


the Sun, and Juda jumping up, caught 


hold of the Moon, and were both of them 
lifted up with them: And when as Levi 
became as the Sun, a certain young Man 


delivered him twelve Boughs of Palm- tree, 


and Jada ſhined as the Moon, and twelve 


Beams or Rays were under his Feet, and 
Levi and Fuda running together, beheld 
one another. And behold there was a Bull 
upon Earth, that had great Horns, and 
and we 
would 


Eagles Wings upon his Back, 


+ 4 


of Nepthalim. | 
would have caught him, but we could no; 
for Foſeph ſtepping in before us, caught 
him, and mounted Aloft upon him. And 
behold, there appeared unto us an Holy 
Writing, ſaying, The AMHrians, Medes, 


Elamites, Gilathites, Chaldees and Syrians, 
ſhall hold the Scepter of Vrael in Thral- 


dom: And again, a ſeven Months after, 1 


ſaw our Father Facob ſtanding in the Sea 


of Jamma, and us his Sons with him: And 


behold there came a Ship ſailing by, full 
of dried Fleſh, without Mariner or Pilot. 
Upon the Ship was written, Jacob, and 
our Father ſaid to us, Let us go to our 
Ship : When we were within it, there a- 


roſe a ſore Tempeſt, and a mighty Gale of - 
Wind, and our Father who held the Stern, 


flew away from us, and then we being toſ- 


ſed with a Storm, were carried into the 
was filled with Water, 


Sea, and our Ship 


and Weather-beaten, and torn on all Sides. 
Then Foſeph fled out of the Boar, and we 


all were divided upon twelve Boards, and 


Levi and Fuda was among us; fo were we 


Iſcattered on all Coaſts, and Levi being 


clad in Sackcloth, prayed nnto the Lor 


for us all. As ſoon as the Tempeſt was al- 
layed, the Ship came quickly to Land, and 
behold our Father Jacob came, and we re- 


joiced all together with one Mind. I told 


my Father theſe two Dreams, and he ſaid _ | 
to me, theſe Things muſt be fulfilled in 
their Time, and ae! muſt endure many, 


E Things 
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Things. Then ſaid he further to me, I be- 
lieve that Foſeph is Alive; for I ſee that the 
Lord doth always number him with us, 
And he ſaid, thou liveſt my Son Joſeph, but 
yet I ſee thee not, neither ſeeſt thou Jacob 
that begat thee: Truly he made us to 
| . weep at theſe Words 
emorje Onjcience - 
12 Rona ta * of his, and my Bow 
I els glow ed within me, 
to bewray unto him that Jo/eph was ſold, 
but l was afraid of my Brothers, Behold 
my Sons, I have ſhewed you the laſt Times, 
and all Things that ſhall be done in IJ/racl. 
F You therefore command your Children to 
be helpful unto Legi and Juda. For by Fu 
da ſhali Health and Welfare ſpring up un- 
to Jrael, and in him ſhall Jacob be bleſſed, 
For by his Scepter ſhall God appear, and 
dwell among Men upon Earth, to fave the 
Flock of Iſrael, and to gather the Righte- 
. ng will, Goa ous from among the 
rn Heathen. My Chil 
den liehe, and Iren, if you do well 
e , / you do well, 
= 8 both Men and An- 
gels ſhall praiſe and bleſs you, and God 
Mall be glorified by you among the Gentiles 
the Devil ſhall flee from you, the Beaſts 
ſhall ſtand in awe of you, and the Angels 
ſhall receive you: For like as if a Mai 
hring up his Children well, the Child gl 
veth and endeavoureth always to be mind 
ful and thankful ; ſo of good Works, there 
is a good Remembrance with God. Bu 
| | : = 2 as 


' of the Commandments, 
Jviſe and skilful in the Lord, knowing tt 


of Nepthalim. 


as for him that doth not. Good, him mall 
Men and Angels Curſe, and God ſhall be 


-(diſhonoured through him among the Gen- 


tiles, aud the Devil ſhall poſſeſs him as a 


peculiar Veſſel and Inſtrument, and all 


Beafts ſhall over-maſter him, and the Lord 
mall hate him. For the Commandments 
of the Law are of two Sorts, and are ful- 


| High in Work. For there is a Time for a 


Man to company with” his Wife, and a 
Time to forbear her, that he may give him- 
ſelf to Prayer. There are two Command- 


ments which breed Sin, except they be done 


ia their due Order; and ſo it is in the reſt 
Therefore be ye 


Order of his Com mandments, and the 5M 
of all Things, that God may love you. H: 


ving commanded them many other ſach 
he prayed them to convey his 
Bones to Hebron, and to bury him by his 4 


Things, 


Fathers. And ſo Eating and Drinking 


with a merry Heart, he covered his Face 


and died. And Nepthalims Children did 
all Things according as their Vorker-! had 
commanded them. 
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The Teſtament of G A D, 


made to his Children at his Death, 


concerning Hatred. 
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You that excel in Martial Feats, led 
8 Mot Gad, but GOD obey; th: 
Left in Gad's Wrath, you God offend, Mc 
| And loſe your wiſh'd for Prey. [ca 
Flee Hatred, fer of all the Plagues of Life, II 
None is product ive more of War and Strife. eat 
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T H E-Copy of Gad's Teſtament, and of 
the Things that he fpake to his Chil- 
dren, in the hundred and ſeventh Year of 


his Life, ſaying, I was Facob's ſeventh Son, * 
and skilful and ſtrong in keeping of Sheep. 


Gad a good and valiaus | 


I kept the — by 
Night, and when there 9% 
came any Lion, Leo- . r 


pard, Wolf, Bear, or other wild Beaſt up- 
on our Cattel, I ran to it, and killed it. 


Foſeph aHo did feed Sheep with us about 


thirty Days, who being tender, tell fick 
by reaſon of over-much Heat, and went 


Home to Hebron to his Father, whom he 


lodged by himſelf, becauſe he loved him. 


And Foſeph told our Father that the Sons 
of Bilha waſted his Goods at Zilpha, and 
made Havock of them without the Know- 
ledge of Juda and Reuben. For he knew 
that I had reſcued a Lamb out of a Bear's 
Mouth, and killed the Bear, and that be- 
cauſe the Lamb. could not live, (which 
Thing grieved me) we killed it alſo, and 


eat it. He told our Father of it, and our 


1 E 3 Brothers 
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Brothers were greatly diſcontented with 
= his Doing, even to the Day that he was 
fold into Egypt, and the Spirit of Hatred 
was in me, inſomuch as I could not find in 
my Heart to hear Joſeph ſpeak, or ſee him, 


becauſe he had rebuked us openly, for eat. 


ing the Lamb without Jada. To be ſhort; 
he made our Father believe whatſoever he 
told him. But now I acknowledge my Sin, 
my Children, that I was often ja Mind to 
-haye killed him; for I hated him from my 
Heart, and I was utterly without Compat- 
fion towards him, and the Cauſe of this my 
great Hatred towards him, was his Dreams; 
therefore I would have devoured him, 
as an Ox cateth up Graſs from the Earth. 


And for that Cauſe, I and Fuda ſold him 


to the Iſhmaelites for thirty Gilderneſs, of 
the which we kept away ten privily, and 
ſhewed the other twenty to our Brethren, 
And ſo Covetouſneſs perſwaded me to wiſh 


| 5 his Death. But the God of our Fathers 


delivered him out of my Hands, to the In- 
tent I ſhould not do ſuch Wickedneſs in 
Iſrael. And now my Children, give ear to 
the Words of Truth, that ye may live 
righteoufly, and keep the Law of the high: 
eſt, and not go aſtray through the Spirit 


1 f Hatred; for that is evil in all Men's Do- 


ings. Whatſoever another Man doth, that 
doth the Hater miſlike and abhor. If ons 
keep the Law of the Lord, he praiſeth it 
not: If one fear the Lord, and deal righ- 

8 | teou ty, 
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teouſly, him he loveth not, but diſpraiſed 

the Truth; he envieth him that ordereth 

his Ways aright. He embraceth Backbi- 

ting, he loveth Scornfulneſs, and becauſe 7 
that Hatred hath blinded his Mind, he 
doth to his Neighbours, as we did to Jo- 
ſeph; therefore my Children, keep your 
ſelves from Hatred, becauſe it commiteth 
Wickednefs, even againſt the Lord; for it 
will not hear the Words of God's Com- 
mandment, concerning the Loving of a 
Man's Neighbour, but ſinneth ſpightfully 
againſt God. If a Brother offeud, by and 
by 4t blazeth him Abroad, and is haſty to 
have him condemned and killed, or puniſh- 
ed for his Offence. And if the Offender: be 
a Servant or Bondman, it accuſeth him”to 
his Maſter, and deviſeth all Means that may 
be to proſecute him, and to put him to 


Death if it be poſſible ; for Hatred worketh 


with Spightfalneſs, and is alway forry to 
hear or ſee Men go forward, or proſper in 
well-doing. For like as Love beareth good 
Will even to the Dead, and wiſheth them 
Alive, and would (if it were poſſible} ſtay 
them from Death which are condemned to 
die; ſo Hatred ſeeketh to ſlay the Living, 
and deemeth them unworthy of Life, which 
have offended never ſo lightly. For the 
Spirit of Hatred doth thro' canker'd For- 


* wardneſs of Heart, work jointly with Sa- 


tan in all Things, even to the Death and 
Deſtruction of Men. But the Spirit of Love 


E 4 doth 
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doth thro' Long- ſufferance, work with 
God's Law to the Welfare of Men. Hatred 
is Evil, becauſe it abideth with Lying, 
ſpeaking continually againſt the Truth, 
making a great ado of ſmall Matters, over- 
ſhadowing the Light with Darkneſs, count- 
| ing ſweet to be ſour, 

ES Pays Fare. 3 Slanderouſ- 
neſs, War, Wrong, and Abundance of all 
Miſchief; and finally, filling the Heart 
with deviliſh Poyſon. My Children, I 
ſpeak theſe Things upon Experience, to 
the Intent you ſhould eſchew Hatred, and 
ſtick to godly Love. Righteouſneſs Gs 

| out Hatred, and Low- 
3. > orion Man de, linefs killeth it; for 
| arighteous and a low- 
Iy Perſon is aſham'd to do Wrong, not for 
fear of Rebuke, but for Conſcience Sake, 
. becauſe God ſeeth his Intent: He backbi- 
teth no Man, becauſe the Fear of the High- 
eſt overcometh Hatred; for the Fear of 
the Lord offendeth not, neither will do a- 
ny Man Wrong, no not even in Thought. 
At length Icame to the Knowledge of theſe 
Things, when I had repented me of my 
Dealings towards Foſep). For the true Re- 
pentance that is according to_God's Will, 
mortifieth a Man to Obedience; chaſeth a- 
way. Darkneſs, enlightneth the Eyes, gi- 


veth Knowledge to the Mind, and leadeth 
the Soul to Salvation. And whatſoever 
Men know not of themſelves, that doth Re- 
7 | peatance 


of GAD. 
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pentance teach them. For it brought up- 
on me the Pain of the Heart; and if my 


Father Jacob's Prayers had not been, ſure- 


ly I had died out of Hand; for look Where- 


' 
4 


in a Man finneth, by the ſame he is puniſh- 


ed. Foraſmuch therefore as my Heart was 


mercileſs toward Jaſeph I ſuffered God's ri- 
gorous Juſtice in my Heart, by the Space 
of eleven Months, that the Time' of my 
Puniſhment might fall out even with the 
Time that 1 urged the Selling of Joſeph. 


Now therefore my Children, each of you 
love his Brothers, and put away Hatred 


from your Hearts, lo- 
ving one another in 
Deed, Word and 
Thought of Mind. For before my Fathers 


Love conſiſteth in Deed, 


Face I ſpake mildly of Foſeph, but behind 


his Back, the Spirit of Hatred darkned my 


Underſtanding, and tempted my Mind to | 


kill him. Wherefore love ye one another 
heartily ; and if any of you offend other, 
tell him of it gently, driving out the Poy- 
ſon of Hatred, and foſtering no Deceit in 
Heart. And if the Offender confeſs it, and 
be ſorry, forgive it him; and if he deny 


it, ſtrive not with him, leſt he fall to 


Swearing, and ſo Sin double. Let no Stran- 
ger hear you uttering one another's Secrets 


in Variance, leſt he turn to be your III-wil⸗ 


ler, and work ſome great Miſchief againſt 
you : For he will talk guilefully with thee, 
and under mine thee to do thee a ſhrewd 
| ES Torn, 


— 
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Turn, taking his Poyſon at thine own 
Hand. Therefore if he deny it, and be a- 

E ſhamed of it, and hold his Peace when he 
is rebuked, draw him not out, for in deny- 
ing, he repenteth him, ſo as he will no 
more offend thee , but honour thee, and 
RE STR fear thee, and be in 
Envy no Man's Proſpe- Quiet; but if he be 
ney, it may be perchance unſhamefaced, and a- 


+: 115 bide by his Naughti- 

neſs, then refer the Revengement of it 

to God with all thy Heart. If another 

Man - proſper more than thou, be not 

grieved at it, but pray for him, that he 
may have perfect Proſperity, For perad- 
+ venture, it may be to your own Benefit. 
And if he be exalted more and more, envy 
bim not, but remember that all Fleſh ſhall 
| die, and praiſe God for it, who giveth 
good and profitable Things to all Men, 
Seek the Lord's Judgments,” and ſo thy 
Mind ſhall let him alone and be in Quiet. 
Now if a Man be enriched by evil Means, 
as Eſau, my Father's Brother was, envy 
him not; for in ſo doing ye controul the 
Lord, who either taketh away his Benefits 
from the Wicked, or leaveth them ſtill to 
the Repentant, or elſe reſerveth them in 
the Unrepentant, to their endleſs Puniſh- 


| 3 lem de. Man having ſufficient 
bf pf all Thiags, giveth 
Thanks unto the Lord, and is enriched of 
WE --: 5 Therefore 
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all Men, becauſe Men wiſh him no harm, 
Therefore my Children, away with Has 
tred out of your Hearts, and love one ano- 
ther with a right meaning Mind. Alſo 
will you your Children to honour Levi and 
Juda; for out of them ſhall the Lord make 
the Shs of 1/rael to come: I know that 
in the End your Chil- | 
dren ſhall departfrom Hy ECO 
them, and walk in all manner of Miſchief, 
Naughtineſs and Corruption before the 
Lord. And after a little pauſing, he ſaid 
again; My Sons, hear me your Father, bu- 
ry me by my Fathers: And ſo plucking 


up his Feet, he ſlep'd in Peace: And after 


five Years, they carried him thente, and 
laid him with his Fathers in Hebron. 
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Turn, taking his Poyſon at thine own 
Hand. Therefore if he deny it, -and be a- 
| ſhamed of it, and hold his Peace when he 
is rebuked, draw him not out, for in deny- 
ing, he repenteth him, ſo as he will no 
| more offend thee , but honour thee, and 
mier thee; and be ia 
du nd Man's Proſpe- Quiet; but if he be 
| aa. n be perchinee unſhamefaced, and a- 
* of dide by his Naughti- 
neſs, then refer the Revengement of it 
to God with all thy Heart. If another 
Man - proſper more than thou, be not 

# grieved at it, but pray for him, that he 
may have perfect Proſperity, For perad- 
venture, it may be to your own Benefit. 
And if he be exalted more and more, envy 
him not, but remember that all Fleſh ſhall 
die, and praiſe God for it, who giveth 
good and profitable Things to all Men, 
Seek the Lord's judgments, and fo thy 
Mind ſhall let him alone and be in Quiet. 
Now if a Man be enriched by evil Means, 
as Eſau; my Father's Brother was, envy 
him not; for in ſo doing ye controul the 
Lord, who either taketh away his Benefits 
from the Wicked, or leaveth them ſtill to 
the Repentant, or elſe reſerveth them in 
the Uarepentant, to their endleſs Puniſh- 


| 3 MI *. Man having ſufficient 
pf all Things, giveth 
Thanks unto the Lord, and is enriched of 
= 7. 7 . Thablors 
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all Men, becauſe Men wiſh him no harm 
Therefore my Children, away with Ha=J 
tred out of your Hearts, and love one ano- 
ther with a right meaning Mind. Alfo 
will you your Children to honour Levi and 
Juda; for out of them ſhall the Lord make 
the 9 of Tſrael to come: I know that 
in the End your Chill. 
dren ſhall depart from Hoy of COR 
them, and walk in all manner of Miſchief, 
Naughtineſs and Corruption before the- 
Lord. And after a little pauſing, he ſaid 
again; My Sons, hear me your Father, bu- 
ry me by my Fathers: And ſo plucking 
up his Feet, he flep'd in Peace: And after 
five Years, they carried him thente, and 
laid him with his Fathers in Hebron, 


The Teſtament of ASER, 


made to his Children at his Death, 
concerning two Faces, of Vice and 
Virtue. 
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Two Ways, ſaith Aſer, are prepar' d, by 
For Men, the one far Foy, as 
ue laſt for Death. The firſt is beſt, pu 
i but this breeds ſore Annoy. H 
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HE Copy of Aſer his Teſtament, and 
of the Things that he ſpake to his 
Children, in the 110 Year of his Life, be- 
ing ſtill in Health, he ſaid unto them, Ye 
Children of Aſer, hearken unto your Fa- 
ther, and I will ſhew you all Things, that 
are right before the Lord. The Lord hath 
Iven two Ways unto | 1 
a Sons of Men, two ,, Tp what I or 4 Man 
Minds, two Doings, + | 
two Places, and two Ends; and therefare all 
Ways may be one, yea, though they be 
Contraries, as are the Ways of Good and 
Evil. Alſo nn ane two Minds in our 
Breaſts, which do * bn 
move useither to Ho- fu yy A 
neſty, or Diſhoneſty. | Mey SY 
Therefore if a Man be led to Goodneſs, all 
his Doings are occupied about Righteouf- 
neſs, and if that he do any Thing amiſs, 
by and by he repenteth him, for in as much 
as his Mind is bent unto Righteouſneſs, he 
putteth away Naughtineſs, and out of 
Hand amendeth his Miſdeeds, and correct- 
eth the Corruptions of his Mind. _ 
& 4 - his 
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his Mind incline unto Evil, all his Doings 
tend unto Naughtineſs, in ſo much that he 
thruſteth away the Good, and taketh unto 
him the Bad, becauſe he is under the Do- 
minion of Belial, and if he do any good 
Thing, he turneth the ſame unto Evil. For 
if he begin to do any Good, he bringeth 
the End of his Doing to an evil Work, be- 
# cauſe the Treaſure of his Heart is infected 
with the Venom of a deviliſh and miſchie- 
vous Spirit, and therefore the Evil over- 
maſtereth the Good in his Mind, and bring- 
eth the End of the Thing to NaughtineK. 
Some Man ſheweth Compaſſion upon him 
that ſerveth his Turn 
in Naughtineſs, that 
| Man hath two Faces, 

and that Deed” of his is ſtark Lewdneſs. 
Another Man loveth Ungraciouſneſs, and 
he is Lewd likewiſe: And although he 
could find in his Heart to die for the Com- 

paſſion of his Evil, yet it is manifeſt that 
he is double-faced, and his Doing is altoge- 
ther ſtark naught. For his Love being but 
Lewdneſs, dath as it were cloak his Evil 
with a good Name; whereas the Drift of 
his Doings tended unto a wicked End. A- 
nother he alſo doth open Wrong, pilleth 
8 and polleth, is cove- 


1 Wicke daft deſeribed, tous, and pitieth not 


Divers Sorts of double 
Faces. 
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4 hath a double Face, and all this is ſtark 
” naught; for in being er towards 
1 bis 
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the Poor. He alſo . 
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- of Folk are right Swines and Hares ; for 


your good Works; for they that are dou. * 


Men, and ſuch as pre- mens of 1he World makes 
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his Neighbour, he provoketh God's Wrath, 
and denieth the Higheſt, in not pitying 
the Poor. He deſpiſeth and ſpighteth the 
Lord, which is the Commander of the Law, 
he ſuffereth not the Poor to reſt, he defi- 
leth his own Soul to. make his Body Gay, 
he killeth many, and pitieth few; this is 
the Part of a double. fac'd Perſon.” Ano 
ther committeth Whoredom and Forni- 
caton, or vexeth many Men pitiouſly with 
his Power and Riches, and yet abſtaineth 
from Meats, his Faſt is naught, for he doth 
the Commandments with an evil Conſei- 
ence, and that is a_double-fac'd Dealing, 
which is altogether naught. Such manner. 


they ſeem to be half Clean, but in very 
Deed they be utterly unclean, You there- 
fore, my Children, become not like them, 
neither bear ye in one Hood two Faces, 
the one on 277 9 and the other of 
Naughtineſs, but ſtick _ ; 7 — 
all is unto Good- 2 W 77 
neſs; for in Goodneſs Su 12 4. 
doth God reſt, and Men like well of it: 
Shun Naughtineſs, and kill the Devil in 


ble-fac'd ſerve not God, but their own 
Luſts, becauſe they ſeek to pleaſe” Belial, 
and ſuch as are like themſelves. Now, 
though plain dealing The prepoſterous Fudg- 


tend but one Face, are 7% ghd er bd. 
5 | taken 
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taken for Offenders at the Hands of ſuch 
as bear two Faces, yet are they righteous 
before God. For many in killing wicked 
E Perſons, do two Works at once; namely 
good by evil; but indeed the whole Work 
is good, becauſe that he which hath rooted 
out the Evil hath deſtroy'd it. Some Man 
# hating his Neighbour, unmercifully bla- 
meth him for his Adyoutry, or Theft, ſuch 
a one is double-fac'd, but yet ene whole 
Work good, becauſe 

f, — Ye de followerhthe lord's 
t Example, not reſpe- 
King what ſeemeth Good when it is Evil 
indeed. Another will not make merry with 
F Rioters, leſt he ſhould be ſtained by them, 
and defile his own Soul: This Man alſo is 
4 double-fac'd, but yet is all his Doings good; 
and he is like a Roe or a Stag, which in a 
common wild Herd ſeem to be unclean, and 
yet are altogether clean, becauſe he walk- 
eth in the Zeal of the Lord, ſnunning and 


ned in his Commandments, and fo killeth 
the Evil with well doing. See therefore 
my Sons, how there are two in all Things, 
one againſt the other, and the one hidden 
under the other. Death ſucceedeth to Life. 
KF Shame to Glory, Night to Day, and Dark- 


under Life and Light; therefore doth eter- 
nal Life over-maſter Death. It is not to 
be ſaid that Truth is Untruth, Righteouſ- 
N | x neſs 


4 


F hating thoſe whom God willed to be ſñnun- 


neſs uato Light. All righteous Things are 


7 „ , % . / M AO RR AR >. . Eos 


inne 
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neſs Unrighteouſneſs, or Right Wrong, be- | 
cauſe that as all Things are under God, fo 
all Truth is under Light, I have practiſed 


all theſe Things ia my - 
Life, and not ſtrayed 4 Wo e 
from the Truth of the 


Lord, but ſought out the Commandments 
of the Higheſt, to the utter-moſt of my 


Power, and walked with one Face in Good- 


neſs. Take heed therefore, my Children, 
to the Lord's Commandment, and follow. } 


the Truth with one ſingle Face; for they 
that are double faced, 
ſhall be double puni- „ 

ſhed. The Spifit of e. 

Error hateth the Man that fighteth againſt 
it. Keep the Law of the Lord, and regard 


not Evil that ſeemeth Good, but have an | 


Eye to the Thing that is Good indeed, and 
keep the ſame, returning to-the Lord, in 
all his Commandments, and reſting upon 


him; for the Ends whereat Men do aim, 


do ſhew*their Righteouſneſs, and know the 
Angels of the Lord from the Angels of Sa- 
tan: For if you cleave. to wicked Spirits, 
your Souls-ſhall- be*rormented of the wic- 


ked Spirit whom ye ſerve, in wicked Luſts - | 


and Works; but if ye quietly and chear- 
fully acquaiat your ſelves with the Angel 


of Peace, he ſhall comfort you in your Life 


Time: My Children, become not like the 
Sodomites, whichqxnew not the Angel, and 
periſhed for ever. r I am fure that you 


- 


Double faced, double - | 


** mall 
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ſnall Sin, and be delivered into the Hands 
of your Enemies; your Land ſhall be laid 
& waſte, and your ſelves ſhall be ſcattered in- 
to the four Corners of the Earth, and be 
deſpiſed as unprofitable W n diſ- 
| ++... perſing abroad: Un- 
= wo hee of chit zn fil the Higheſt do vi- 
| ſit the Earth, Eating 
and Drinkir.; as a Man, with Men, and 
breaking the Serpent's Head in Pieces with- 


, 


the Heathen by Water, being God hidden 
in Man. Therefore tell your Children theſe 
Things, that they neglect not God's Law 
Written in the Tables of Heaven. For the 
Time will come, that they ſhall give no 
Credit to the Law of the Lord, and you 
falling into Naughtineſs, ſhall deal wicked- 
ly againſt God, giving no heed to his Law, 
but unto Men's Commandments. For this 
Cauſe ſhall ye be ſcattered Abroad, as my 
Brothers Gad and Dan, which were not ac- 
quainted with their own Country, Tribe and 
Tongue. Nevertheleſs, the Lord ſhall ga- 
ther you together again in Paith, for the 
Hope of his Mercy, for Abrabam, Iſaac, 
and Facob's Sake. When he had ſo ſaid, 
be commanded them to bury him in He 
bron. And he died, fleeping a good Sleep: 
And after ward his Sons doing as he had 
_ willed them, carried him back and buriec 


him with his Fathers, 


4 1 * 
” | 
= * 


— 


out Noiſe. He ſhall ſave Iſrael, and all} 


The Teſtament of Joſeph, 
made to his Children, at his Death, 
concerning Chaſtity and Patience. | 


id Let hopeful Joſeph teach to thee, © 
Je The Effects of Love and Chaſtity. 
p; So ſhalt thou ſurely: have 


ad A long and bleſſed Life, | 7555 3 or. 1 
CC Free. from all Care and Strife, 
Artend thte to thy Grave. : 


TESTAMENT 
1108 EP H. 


Y Sons and my Brethren, hear ye 
1 Foſeph the well- beloved of 1/rael. 
My Children, hear your Father: I have 
tF known in my Life Envy and Death, with 
the which my Brethren would have was 
| 3 For the 
Joſepli's Afflictions. fon rr 425 God 
loved me: they would have killed me, and 
the God of my Fathers kept me: They put 
me into a Pit, and the moſt High brought 
me out again: I was ſold as a Bondman, 
and the Lord made me free, and N 
i | „% Hand helped me: 
1 . 4m * 45 Was kept ia Hunger, 
and the Lord himſelf nouriſh'd me: I was 
left alone, and the Lord viſited me: I was 
in Priſon, and the Saviour made me glad: 
I was faſtened in Chains, and the Lord un- 
bound me; he pleaded my Cauſe in the 
Accuſations of the Egyptians; and not only 
delivered me from Envy and Deceit, but 
alſo exalted me, inſomuch that Patiphar. 
chief Steward of Pharaoh's Houſe did lend 


which 


— 


me Lodgings, where I was in Jeopardy of 
my Life, by reaſon of a ſnameleſs Woman, 


% 
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which inticed me to do Nanghtineſs with 
her, through the Flame of Voluptiouſneſs 
burning about her Breaſt. I was caſt in 
Priſon for her. I was beaten and mocked 
for her, yet the Lord cauſed the Keeper 
of _ blo = w co de: with Mercy to- 
wards me. He forſa- 

keth not them that : p 9 8 3 
fear him, neither in PIE | 
Darkneſs, neither in Bonds, neither in Tri- 
bulations or Neceſſities. God is not aſhamed 
as Men, neither dreadeth he as Men, nei- 
ther ſpeaketh or ſhrinketh he for fear, as 
earthly Men. He is preſent in all Places, 
and in their moſt grievous Sorrows he come 
forteth his. He goeth away for a Seaſon, 
_ try the Thoughts of their Mind. He 
ound me truſty inten - | 
Temptations, and in WY org — 
every one I was con- * | 
ſtant, and 3 For Sufferance is a 
reat Medicine, a 5 | 2 
cauſeth much Good- gaffen mee 9 
neſs. How often did the Egyptians threa- 
en my Death? How often was I puniſhed, 
and yet the Woman called me again ? How 
often did ſhe threaten me to die, becauſe 1 
would not have to do with her ? She ſaid 
unto me, thou ſhalt have governance of me, 
and all that be mine, | REM 

if thou wilt give thy o 
ſelf unto me, and o- . 


— — 


£ : 
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* 


bey my Deſire, and thou ſhalt be Lord IE 1 


Ver. 


N of Joſeph. + 

ver us. But I remembred the Words of 
F my Father Jacob, aad entring into my 
Chamber, made my Prayer to the Lord, 
and faſted ſe ven Days; yet J appeared un- 


to the Egyptians in the ſelf-ame Eſtate of 


Body, as if I had li. 
ved in Pleaſures and 
Delights. For they 
that faſt for God, receive Beauty of Face. 
When I had Wine given unto me, I drank 
none, and faſting three Days, I took my 
Meat daily, and gave it to the Sick and 
Needy; and early I awaked unto the Lord, 
and wept: for Memphitica the Egyptian, be- 
cauſe ſhe was ever more troubling of me. 
She came unto me in the Night, as tho? ſhe 
would have viſited me. And firſt, truly, 
F becauſe ſhe had never a Son, until which 
Time ſhe feigned to 
take me as her Son. 
And I prayed to God 


Vor frem Meat, but 
from wanton fare. 


A craſiy Practice of a 
* — 


to ſend her a Son, until which time ſhe em- 
braced me, as though 1 had been her Son, 


and 1 perceived not the Cauſe. And for a 
Concluſion, ſhe drew me to have done For- 
nication with her: And I remembring 
my ſelf, was ſorrowful to the Death, And 
when: ſhe was gone out, I came to my ſelf 
and ſorrowed many Days: For I perceived 
her Deceit and Error. And I ſpake unte 
her the Words of the moſt High God, if 
be erad venture ſne might be turned away 

om her n Cope ppucench.” * 


— 


bets . Aud faſted and pray-. 
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ny Times as to a Holy Man ſhe ſpake flat⸗ | 
tering Words to me, i 
not without Deceit, ' 
lauding my Chaſtity 
before her Husband, which would utterly | 
have deſtroyed me. Both manifeſtly and 
ſecretly ſhe ſaid unto me, Fear not my. 
Husband ; for he is perſuaded of thy Cha- 
ſtity. For if fo be that any Man ſhew'd ? 
him of thee and me, 
he would not beheve . oken of a zealous 
it. For becauſe of 
this T hing, I covered me with Sackcloath, 
and laid me flat upon the Earth, and pray- 
ed unto Almighty God that he would de- 
liver me from this Woman of Egypt. When 
ſhe could do nothing this Way, ſhe came 
unto me again, wm with other Reaſons; 
That is to ſay, that 

ſhe would fain learn 2225 yo Rnd 0 
the Word of God of ES 
me, and began to ſpeak after this'Man- 

ner, If thou wilt have me to forſake mine- 
Idols, follow my Deſire, and 1 will 20 
ſwade my Husband the Egyptian to go fr 
his Idolatry, and we ſhall walk in the 1 


Flattery the Devil's 
ſmeet Bair, | 


of thy God. I made Anſwer to theſe | 
Things, God will haye : a 
none to worſhip him N 4 Men Gas 4 
with Uncleanneſfs,nei-- e A 


ther hath he any Pleaſure | in 8 
And ſhe held her Peace, deſiring to falfl 


A 


£0, * 


| 
# 
.n 


. 


a 
1 


— 


ef Joſeph. 


ed, that God might deliver me from her: 


Again, at another Time, ſhe {aid unto me, 


| | If thou wilt not do 
Note the Fruit of Lufts, Adultery with me, l 


0 will kill my Prince, and ſo by the Law, I 


ſhall rake thee to my Husband. When! 
heard that, I rent my Garment, and ſaid, 
Woman, I pray thee, be aſhamed of theſe 


Things before God, and fear God, and do 


thou not ſuch an abominable Thing : Nei- 
ther deſpair utterly, that thou drown not 
thy ſelf in thine own Evil; for if thou gc 
about, I ſhall utter and declare the 
Thoughts of thine Iniquity. She fearing 


| theſe Things, prayed me that I would not | 


bewray her Naughtineſs, and fo departed. 
Yea, again, ſhe went about to beguile me 
with Gifts, ſending unto me all Things 


that Men have need of; and ſhe ſent me 


Meat ſtrewed about with Inchantment, 
And as the Eunuch brought it in, I beheld 
and ſaw a terrible Fellow giving me a 
Sword with the Diſh. and I perceived that 
ſhe went about to deceive me; and when 
he was gone, I wept, and touched not that 
Meat, nor any other of her ſending, for a 


| good while after. A Day after that ſhe 


came to me, and ſaid, What is the matter 


that thou haſt not eaten of the Meat? And 


1 faid unto her, got" thon haſt poiſon- 
FF > FEE it. Therefore thou 

et on ele ſhalt know that L Wil 
wy | lot come unto Idols, 


* * 


but 


* F but - only unto God. Now underſtand 
therefore, that the God of my Father, by 
his Angel hath ſhew'd thy Miſchief unto 
me, and I have kept the Meat to thy 
Shame, if perchance thou mighteſt repent, 
or learn that the Malice of wicked Doers 
prevaileth not againſt them that worſhi 
the Lord in Chaſtity, And I took and did 
eat before her, ſaying, The God of my Fa- 
thers, and the Angel of Abraham ſhall be 
with me; and then ſhe fell down at my 
Feet and wept. Then lifting her up, I ex- | 


| : Sp: 
hort her many Ways, | The Name of God, and 


and ſhe promiſed un- 
of 1 ricketn 
t to me that ſhe would —— of 1 : 


never do ſuch Iniqui- | 
ty after that Day. Yet becauſe her Heart 
> {was mourning, and did burn towards me 
Fin Adultery, with Sighs coming from the 
* Depth of her Stomach, ſhe caſt down her 
Countenance. The Egyptian her Husband 
1 perceiving her, ſaid, Wherefore holdeſt 
thou down thy Face? She anſwered, I am 
even ſorrawful at the Heart, and he com- 
torted her that, was not ſick*:” Yet. again, 
ſhe entred into me (her Husband being 
without) and ſaid, I am ſtrangled or choa- 
4 xed, either I will break" my Neck, or elſe 
drown my * ſelf, without thou wilt obey 
me, And perceiving that the Spirit of 
11 $54/ial troubled and vexed her, I pray'd un- 
to the Lord my God, and ſaid thus, Where= _ 
ore art thou vex'd ay troubled, all blind — 
338 3 I 
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in Sin? Remember thy ſelf; for if thou 
do kill thy ſelf, the Concubine of thy Hus. 
band called Secon, envying thee, ſhall beat 1 
thy Children, and deſtroy the Memory of H 
thee from off the Earth; and ſhe ſaid unto 
me, Have done, have done; I perceive! 
that yet thou haſt ſome care for me; II m 
have even enough that thou defendeſt my £4 
Life and my Childrens. I have good Hope 
in Time to come that I ſhall obtain my Il 
wiſhed Deſire. And ſhe perceived not, that I 119 
for the love of my Lord God I ſaid ſo, and m 
not for her Sake, Whatſoeyer he be that fan. 
followeth the Concupiſcence of his moſt Ane 
filthy and pernicious Deſire, is made Ser- | Wh 
vant unto the ſame, as this Woman was: Ire 
And if he hear any good Thing in the Paſ- Nane 
fion wherein he is overcome, he draweth 
the ſame to his pernicious or filthy Deſire. Me 
I ſay unto-you my Sons, that it was about tha 
Six of the Clock when ſhe went from me, Not 
and 1 fell upon my Knees, praying to God lo 
all that Day, with the Night following, t- 
1 5 and about the break him 
en of the Day I aroſe f tuo 
A Temptation. | . . ' 
EIT: - /Weepipg thatl might 
once be delivered from this Egyptian Wor deſi 
man. Finally, ſhe caught me faſt by the 
_ Garment, drawing me to have gone to-bec 
with her. Then perceiving that ſhe waxed 
mad, and that violently, and with ſtrength 
me held my Cloaths, I let my Cloaths ſlip 
| - from me, and fled away, 1 
lh 6 The 


for in her houſe ſhe ſtripped her ſelf na- 


* Thea ſhe complained to her Husband of 

me, which put me in Priſon in the King's 
Houſe. The Day following after, I Was 
ſore beaten, and caſt in Prifon. And when 
[ lay bound in Fetters, this Egyptian Wo- 
man, waxed ſick for ſorrow, and hearken- 


ed how 1 lauded God, being in a Houſe of 


Darkneſs, For I rejoycing with a glad voice 
glorified my God, only, that by ſuch occa: 
ſion I was delivered from the Egyptian Wo- 


man. Yet ſhe left not to ſtand hearkening, 


and ſaid, Have done 1 
and take the Offer ue a fubele Woman, 


which 1 put unto thee, and fulfil my De- 


Iſire, and I will deliver thee from thy Bond, 


and bring thee out from the Darkneſs; but 
zllthat could perſwade : 

me nothing, inſomuch DG r . 
that in thought I Wass 
not inclin'd to any Deſire of her; for God 
loveth him better which faſteth in Chaſti- 


ty, being in a Priſon of Darkneſs, than 


him which taketh his Pleaſure with Volup- 
tuouſneſs, in a Chamber of Honour and 
Riches. For if a Man live in Chaſtity, and 
deſire Glory (if God perceive it to be ex- 
E for him) he giveth it unto him as 
e hath done unto me. Many times, as 


though ſhe had been ſick, ſhe deſcended un- 


to me, unlooked for, and heard the Voice 
of myPraying, and ſtood the more till. 
But when J heard her figh, 1 held my Peace, 
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brethren; for all men that obſerye the 
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ked, Breaſts, Legs and Arms, whereby ſhe 
might have kindled me into the Love of 
her. For ſhe was very fair, and gloriouſly 


adorned to have deceived me, but God kept 


me from her works. Therefore my Sons, 
behold what ſufferance with prayer and 
faſting doth. And therefore if you love 


ſoberneſs and chaſtity in ſufferance and hu 
mility of the heart, the Lord ſhall dwell 


in you; for he loveth ſobriety : and when 


the moſt High doth dwell in a man, al- 
though he chance to fall into envy or into 


bondage, or ſlander the Lord which dwel- 


leth in him, will for his chaſtity not only 
deliver him, but alſo exalt him, and glori- 
fe him, as he hath done me, for he is al- 


Ways with him in word, in deed, and 


thought. 1 

3 Children, ye 
en in 5 65 well how * 
; FPFPaͤäather did love me, 
and yet I was never the prouder thereof 


in my heart. For though I was a Child, I 
had ever the fear of God in my mind. 


When I grew unto age, I moderated my 
ſelf, and honoured my brethren whom | 


| feared, 1 held my peace when 1 was ſold 
becauſe I would not have the 7/maelite: 
to know my ſtock and kindred, how 1 was 


the Son of Jacob, a man of great ſtrength 


and power; Therefore have you in your 


deeds the fear of God, and honour: yout 


LAN 


of Joſeph. 
Law of God, are loved of him. Then 1 


ſhe] came with the Iſhr:aelites to a certain place 
off called Indoclep, and they demanded of me 
ſly what I was; and 1 ſaid (becauſe I would 


PLE not reprove my brethren) that I was one 
11 ea Fi, pre pee LS 
nay Slaves. Then ſaid the 

Ve chief of them, thou 5 ITY 
W-F art no Slave, for thy | 
ell countenance doth ſhew thee what thou art. 
len And he threatned me unto the death, yet 


al- for all that, I ſaid again; 1 was their Slave. 


to But when we came into Egypt, they began I 


el-· to ſtrive who ſhould have me for money 


ly] that was paid, and they agreed that I 


i- ſhould abide in Egypt with a Merchant of 


al-E their faculty, until ſuch time as they had 


nd made their merchandiſe and returned again; 
and God gave me grace in the ſight of the 


hand; for the Lord gave him plenty of 
Gold and Silver, and 1 was with him three 


| by Memphitica the Wife of Pot iphar in great 
glory, and ſhe caſt her eyes upon me (for 
the Eunuchs had mo her of me) and ſhe 
ſnew'd herHusband o | 
the Merchant which PE boomer 1 
was made rich by the 1 
hand of a young man being an Hebrem, and 
ſhe. ſaid, they had ſtoln him out of the 
Land of Canaan, therefore do now Judg 


Merchant, that he gave me the charge of 
his houſe, and the Lord bleſſed him by my 


- 
: * 


months and five days: In this time paſſed 
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ment upon him, and take the young man to 


be your Steward, and the God of the He- 


brews ſnall bleſs you: for grace from Hea- 


ven is in him. Potipbar her Husband, per- 

ſuaded with theſe words, cauſed the Mer- 
chant to be ſent for, and ſaid unto him, 
{ what do I hear of thee that ſtealeſt Souls 


out of the Land of the Hebrews in ſelling of 


f Children? The Merchant fell down upon 
his knees, and, prayed him, ſaying, I be- 


ſeech thee Lord, ſhew me: for I know not 


What thou ſayeſt. He anſwered again, 
Where gateſt thou this Hebrew Child? and 


he ſaid, the Iſhmgelites left him with me 
until they came this way again. When he 
had ſaid ſo, Potiphar ſaid, brigg the young 
man hither, and I being brought. in, did 
Reverence to the Prince of theEunuchs,for 
he was the third man in dignity with Ph. 
7404, and Prince of all the Eunuchs, and he 


had Wife, Children, and Concubines. And 
when he had taken me apart, he ſaid, art 
thou bond, or art thou free ? I anſwered, 


bond. And he ſaid unto me, Whoſe bond 
man art thou? I anſwered him, the Iſuma- 
elites. And he ſaid again unto me, How 
came it to paſs that thou waſt made their 


bond-man ? And I ſaid, for they bought me 
in the Land of Canaan; yet he did not be- 


lieve me, ſaying ; Truly, thou lieſt, and 
commanded me to be beaten, Memphitica 
his Wife ſpied me beaten at a window, and 


ſeat unto her Husband, ſaying, Thy 


Judg- 


they had heard that he was mighty, both 


of Joſeph. 


Jadgment is unjuſt; 4 rolen of 1 

for thou doſt puniſh 3 oth, wy ler, if 
wrongfully the young 

man that is ſtolen. But becauſe I changednot 
my word, yet again was U beaten, and com- 
manded to be kept at his commandment, 


till ſuch time as my Maſters came, and his 

Wife ſaid unto him; wherefore do ye keep 
in captivity the noble Child: it were more 
alms to let him go, and to beat you. She 


would fain have ſpy- 
ed me in deſire of ſin, 


and I knew nothing of this. He ſaid again 


to Memphitica, It is not honeſt among the 
Egyptians to take away another mans gaods 


before he ſhew him of it. He ſaid that of 


the Merchant, and of me, when I ſhould 


be imprifoned. After that xxiv days the 
Iſumaelites came, and they hearing, that a- 
cob my Father was heavy for me, faid un- 


to me; wherefore is it that you ſaidſt thou 
was a bond-man, and now we know that 


thou art the ſonof a great man in theLand 4 
of Canaan, and thy Father forroweth. for 


thee in ſackcloth? Then I would fain have 
wept, yet I reſtrained my ſelf for ſhaming 
of my brethren, and faid, I know it not; 


for I am a bond-man. Then they took. -- 


council amongſt themſelves, whether, or 


to whom they might ſell me, leſt I ſhould be | 


found in their hands, for they feared Fa- 
cob leſt he ſhould be reyenged on them : for 


F 4 to 
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to God and man. Then ſaid the Merchant 
to them, Redeem him now from the judg- 
ment of Potiphar; they hearing this, went 
and asked for me, ſaying, that they had 
bought me for money, and he delivered me. 
Memphitica ſpoke unto her Husband to buy 
me; for ſhe ſaid, I hear ſay they would {ell 
him. And they ſent an Eunuch to the Iſh- 
maelites, and deſired to buy me, and when 
he could not bargain with them, he return- 
Thu the Righteou be ” 8 8 2 7 oy 5 
y that they asked a 
| e i great Price. for the 
Child; ſhe ſent again another Eunuch, ſay- 
ing, Although they ask two Baſences of 
8 Gold, fee that thou ſpare not for money, but 
| buy the child and bring him to me He paid 
230 golden Crowns for me, and ſaid to his 
Lady that he paid 100, and I perceiving 
W this, held my peace, leſt the Eunuch ſhould 
. 0 have been ſearched. 
ben pleaſeth God: -* Behold my Sons what 
one of you another, and with continuance, 
I caſt ont from among you deceitful minds; 
for God delighterh in the cor.cord of bre- 
Wi thren, and hath pleaſure alſo in the love 
aud choice of a proved _— For when 
Wa „ my brothers came out 
NEST me, 1 gave nnto them 
their money, and never gave reproach un- 
to them, but comforted them, and * 
03 ; Ie 2a EE! the 
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have ſuſtained, love 


ſe 


s . eee 


Las 


ne 


of Joſeph. 
the death of Jacob l loved them more abun- 
dantly, and all that ever he commanded me 
did very gladly, and they marvelled be- 
cauſe 1 ſuffered not them to be troubled for 
a ſmall cauſe ; for all that was in my Power 


I gave them Their Children were reputed © 


to me as mine own, and mine own Chil- 
dren as their Servants. Their life was my 
life, and their ſorrow was my ſorrow, and 
all their infirmity or diſeaſe was mine, my 
Land was their Land, my Counſel was the 
Counnſel-of them, and I never exalted my 
ſelf above them in pride for mine own 
worldly glory, but was amongſt them as 
one of the leaſt. Therefore my Sons, if 
ye walk in the Commandments of -the 


Lord, the Lord ſhall exalt you, and bleſs 
you in riches perpetual. And if any men 


will do evil to you, 
with meekneſs look 
that ye pray for him, 


A Promife for them ibat 
pray for their Enemies. 


and God ſhall deliver you from all Evil. 
For behold and ſee, | 


that for my long ſuf- 
ferance the Daughter _— 


of my Lord was given me to Wife, and 
there was given to me with her an hundred 
Talents of Gold; for God made them to- 
ſerve me, and gave me beauty, that Iſnould 

be as a flower above them that were fair in 


Iſrael, and he kept me unto mine Age both 
in ſtrength and beauty, becauſe I was like 
to Jacob in all things. And what dreams I 


God provideth for his 


have 


— 
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. 1 were xit Harts feed- 
E * 0p 8 bn ing, and nine were di- 
vided abroad in the Earth; alſo I faw how 
that of Juda was a Virgin born, having a 
White ſilken Robe, and of her came forth 
5 an immaculate Lamh: 
13 fiel. And on the left hand 
of the ſaid Lamb, was as it were a Lion: and 
all Beaſts made againſt him, and the Lamb 
overcame them, and trod them under his 
Feet, and in him joyed the Angels, the men, 
and all the earth. Theſe things ſhall come 
do pass in their time, that is to ſay, in the 
latter days. Therefore my Sons, keep the 
Commandment of the Lord, and honour 


üipring the Lamb of God, which by his 
Grace ſhall preferve all Gentiles and I/ 
rel. The Kingdom of him is a King- 
dom eternal, which ſhall never paſs, 
For my Kingdom ſhall be ended in you, 
as the keeping of an Orchard; for after 
the Harveſt it ſhall appear no more. I 
{ know right well, that after my death, 
the eAgyptians ſhall trouble you, but God 
ſhall revenge you, and bring you to the 
| mHromiſed Land, which be ſware to Abra- 
Tam, Iſaac and Jacob. But carry my 
Bones with you: For in ſo doing, the 
Lord ſhall be in the light with you a- 
gainſt the eAigyptians, and Belial ſhall be 
in darkneſs with the egyyptians. —— 
carr 


— 


have ſeen, my Children now hear. There 


Juda and Levi. For of them to you ſhall 


„e 


t] 
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of Joſeph. & ;1 576 


carry with yon your Mother Zilpha, an 


he ſtretched forth his feet, and flept the 


ſleep of all the World. Then they em- 


balmed him with Spices, putting him in a 
Cheſt in Ag 


dred and ten years, who faw Ephraim's 
Children unto. the third Generation: For 
unto Machir the Son of Manaſſes 
Children born on 


were 


all the tian with a 
For he had compaſſion. o 
his own 


them good at all times and ſeaſons. 


ig . 1 
* ln 
_—_ 

4 
4 


nigh unto the Valley, near unto Rachel 


bury her. When he had faid theſe words, 


after he had lived a hun- 


on Joſeph's knees. After 
this, all they of Iſrasl bewailed him, and 
reat mourning. 
5 as of 80 

oper Members, and aſſiſted them 
both with his labour and counſel, and did 


: 
2 


q 
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The Teſtament of Benjamin, 
made to his Children at his Death, con- 
cerning a clean Mind. 


1 


Wt Not rampant Luſt the nobler Part does guide, 
But Love for Love *twixr Bridegroom and the Bride, 

The Heart-inflam'd by its firſt Maker, then 

*  Recomes a Heart fit to be lov'd again: 

” That ill reſt the Harlots tempting Charms, 

Wi And force bis chaſter Breaſt from ber lewd Arms. 

| if So the beloved Benjamin, we fin | 

Lid Chaſte in all his Attions, clean in Mind. 

* And that he may to all a Pattern be, 

A leaves 10 all bis Sons his Legacy« 
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T HE \ 
TESTAMENT 
O F 


BENJAMIN: 


HE Copy of Benjamin's words which 

he uttered to his Children, being of 

the age of 120 years; he kiſſed rhem, and 
1-14 : As Iſaac was born in the 100 year of 
Abraham, fo was I in the 109 year of Fa- 
cvv , and becauſe Rachel died at my birth, I 
fucked her bond- woman Bilba. For after 
that Rachel had born Foſeph, ſhe was barren. 
12 years. And when ſhe had pray'd to the 
Lord in thoſe 12 years, ſhe conceived and 
bare me; for my Father loved Rachel ex, 
ceedingly, and wiſhed to ſee two Sons by* 

her; and therefore I was called Benjamin, 
that is to ſay, the Son of my days, or the 

Son of my ſorrow, becauſe my Mother died 
in the Birth of me. When 1 came firſt into 
Agypt, and that my Brother Joſeph knew, Þ 
me, he ſaid unto me, What ſaid they to my. 
Father, when they had fold me? I anſwe⸗- 
red, they ſtain*d thy Coat with Blood, and 
bringing it to him, ſaid ; See if this be thy” Þ 
Sons Coat ar no: And my Brother alſo 
ſaid unto me; Fruly, when the Ifhmaelites. 7 
took me, one of them ſtripping me out of 
my Coat, gave me a thin ſhirt: W 2 
> 2 


* 
1 _ oy 
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The Teſtament 
N and laſhing me with 
0 . 4 4. s ditreſs revemg· à Whip, bad me run. 
| And as he went aſide 
to hide my garment, a Lion met him, and 
| flew him, and his partners being afraid, 
| ſold me to their fellows : you therefore my 
| children love the God of Heaven and obey 
bis Commandments, following that good 
| and holy man Joſeph, and let your mind be 
ſet upon goodneſs, as you know that mine 
| hath been. He that hath a good Mind, 
[looketh rightly above all things. Fear 
| God, and love your neighbours, and then 
| alcho'the ſpiric of Belial tempt you to all 
| naughtineſs to trouble you, yet ſhall it not 
| mint were. finde uppermoſt 
ear thelord nand o u no more 
| cm tenth than ie did of my bro- 
ther Foſeph. How many folk ar; have , 
killed him, and yet till God defended him? 
| For he that . God, and loveth his 


| neighbour, cannot be wounded of the airy 
| ſpirit Belial, and he that is ſhielded with 
| the fear of the Lord, is ſafe from harm 
both of Man and Beaſt, and cannot be 
overcome, . becauſe he is helped by the 
love of God which he hath ae 4 his 
| Neighbour ; for Joſepb beſought our Fa- 


1 ther Jacob to pray for my Brethrento the 
BY Lord, 


of Benjamin. \ 
Lord, that he would not lay unto their 


charges, the miſchief that they had de- 


viſed againſt him. Whereat Jacob cried. ! 
out, O Son Joſeph, thou haſt overcome 


G 
: 


my Heart. And therewithal embracing | 
him, he killed him two hours together, | 


5 nag ſhall ri 4 dv Hee 
the propheſy of Hea- 0 
to 9 to Rane 5 

the full, concerging the Lamb of Gad, 

and Saviour of the World, that the un- 
ſpotted ſhall be delivered from the wicked 
doers, and he that is without fin, ſhall die 
for ſipners in the Blood of his Teſtament, 
to the ſalvation both of the Geztzl:s and 
of Iſrael, and he ſhall daſh Be/zal and all 
his ſervants, My Children, look upon 
the end of that good Man, and tollow his 
mercifulneſs with a good mind, that you 
alſo may have a Crown of Glory upon 


your Heads. A good man hath not a daf 


Eye, for he is merciful and pitiful to all. 
Men; yea, tho? they be ſinners, and have 


deviſed miſchief againſt him; and he that 
doth good, overcometh evil, 1. By the 


defence of goodneſs, and loveth. 2. The 
righteous as his own foul. If another, 


3. Man be honour'd, he envieth him not: 


if a man be inriched, it grieveth him 
| "ON not; 


2 
—— 2 a — 
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1 
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. 


to be chaſt: He defendeth, 
hath the fear of God. He ap rketh to- 
q gether with him that loveth God; and 
it a man forſake the Almighty, 6. He 
-warneth him to return again. 
ever hath the Grace of the good Spirit, 
him doth he love as his own lite. 
* piticth the poor, ſuccoureth the Weak, 
and praiſeth and honoureth God. My 
Children, if ye have a good mind, evil 
Mien ſhall ſtand in awe of you and un- 


to goodneſs. 
not only depart from their nigardlineſs, 
but alſo give of their abundance to the 


J a little 9 and the righteous be- 


The Teſtament 


not: If a man be ſtrong, 4. Or valiant, 


he praiſeth him, and — him alſo 
Him that 


Whoſo. 
7. He 


thrifts ſhall for very ſhame be converted 
So that covetous men thall 


Needy, It ye be good doers, both un- 


clean Spirits ſhall flee from you, and 


ſhrewd Beaſts ſhall ſhun for fear of you. 


For where the regard of good works is in 


the mind, there darkneſs flyeth away: 


For if he do wrong to any Holy Man, he 


is ſorry tor it: And if a Holy Man receive 
wrong, he pitieth the doer, and putteth 
it up with ſilence, And if any man be- 


tray a righteous ſoul, and the righteous 


pray for his detrayer, the betrayer is not 


cometh 


— 


of Benjamin. 3 
cometh much more notable afterward, as 
did my Brother Joſeph. The guileful ſpi | 
rit of Belial hath no he 
power over a good |, 1# Poperner 9 
man's mind; for tee 4 
Angel of Peace guideth his ſoul. He 
looketh not affectionately upon corrupti- 
ble things, nor raketh together riches in 
the deſire of voluptuouſneſs. He is not 
delighted with pleaſure. He grieveth not 
his neighbour. He ſtuffeth not himſelf 
with meat, neither wandreth he in the 
pride of his eyes; for the Lord is his por- 
tion. He taketh no glory for giving googd 
Counſel, He paſſeth not how men di- 
ſhonour him, neither can he skill in any 
fraud or guile, untruth, ſtrife, or ſlan- 
ramen : for the Lord dwelleth in him, 
| andrinlightneth his mind, and he rejoy; 
ceth before all men in a good time. A god 
mind hath not two tongues, one to bleſs 
with, and another to curſe with; one to 
e || {lander with, and another to honour with; 
| 
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e one of ſorrow, and another of joy; one 

h Þ of quietnefs, and another of trouble; one 
e- of diſſimulation, and another of truth; 

as one of poverty, and another of riches; 
ot but it hath one only diſpoſition pure and 
e- uncorrupt towards all. It hath no dou- 
th Able ſight or double hearing; for in all 


, 


. 
3 
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things that he doeth, ſpeaketh or ſeeth, 
he knoweth that the Lord beholds his 
Heart, and therefore he cleanſeth his 
mid, that he not be found faulty be- 
fore God and Man, But all the works of 
HBelial are double, and utterly void of ſim 
plicity, wherefore 3 = 
„ - naughtineſs of Belial, 
—— 5 ppg for « the fot be de. 
— % : lighteth thoſe that obey 
him, but in the end he is a ſword, and the Fa- 
| ther of ſeven miſchiefs. For when the mind 
hath once conceived by Belial, it bringeth 
forth, 1/ enyy, 2d deſperateneſs, 34h) 
ſorrow, 4thly bondage; 5thlj needinels, 
6thlytroubleſomneſs, 7thly deſolation: and 

I for that cauſe was Caia tormented with y 
Puniſhments by God; for in feven years 
together, God brought every vear a new 
Plague upon Cain. Two hundred years he 


earth was made deſolate with the Flood 
for his righteous Brother Abel's ſake; In 
ſeven hundred yeats is Cain judged, and 
Lameth in ſeventy times ſeven ; for they 
that are like Cain in ſpightfulneſs and ha- 
tred towards their Brethren,ſball be puni- 
{ ſhed with the ſame puniſhment for ever, 
as he was. You therefore my Children, ei- 

n | chew 


ſuffer d. and in the nine hundrethi year the 


of Benjamin. 


chew malics, envy and hatred to war 
your Brethren, and cleave to goodneſs, 


and lovingneſs He that hath a mind 


clean in love, looketh not on a Woman 


in way of letchery. For he hath no defi- 
ling in his Heart, becauſe the Spirit of the 


Lord reſteth in him. For, as the Sun is 


not defled by ſhining 
upon 4 puddle or dung- 
hill. bat dath rather ary 


mind refiſting ſons, 


up, and drive ama the tink : even ſo, a pure 
mind ftriveth againſt the uncleanneſs of the 
Earth, and overcameth it, but is nat acfiled 


it elf. And I perceived by the ſayings of 
the righteous Enoch, that there (halt be evil 


„ 
Ll 
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An apt ſomilitude to a 


— * 


, 
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dec ds among you : For you ſhall deli your 


ſelves with the Fornication of Sodom, and 
periſh all, ſave a few, and multiply inordinate 


luſts in woman, and the reignof the Lord 


ſhall not be among Joa, for he ſpall take it a. 


way ſudaenly. Nevertheleſs the Lords T ems © 


ple ſhall be made in our F ld 
port ion, and it ſhall be Ws Fr — the Na- f 
glorious among you. 


For the Lord himſelf ſball take the Ring dam 


oa him, and the 12 Tribes ſball be gathered 
together there and all Nations ſbal reſort th. 


„ 


ther, until the moſt High ſend his Saluatian 


in the viſitation of bis only begotten. * 
3 ' Je 


* 
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k $S bie ſhall enter into the 
lala, Mat. 27. 6,8 Temple, and there 
be Lord ſoall ſuffer wrong, and be deſpiſed, 
and be lifted up unto 4 piece of Timber. 


[ 100 OE Fi the, Temple fhall be rent 4- 
A ſunder, and the Spirit 
of the Lord ſhall come down upon the Gen-. 


Ann. aſcend from Earth to 
Heaven, He ſhall remember how baſe hs 
Hub been apon Earth, and bow glorious be 


Prayers of my Father Jacob, I ſaw him 
awake in the day of his full and perfect 
| ſhape. Now therefore my Children, 
know you that I ſhall die. Whereſore 
deal every of you truly and rightfully 
with his Neighbour, work ye juſtly and 
| faithfully, and keep ye the Law and 
Commandment of the Lord : For that 
And give you the ſame to your | Chil- 
dren for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. For 
ſo did Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, they 
gave us all theſe. things for anInhberitance, 


— 
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| And the Veil of the 


tiles, poured out as Fire; and: riſing up 
from the Grave be ſhall | 


uin Heaven. When Joſeph was in Egypt, 
I longed to ſee his Perſon, and the form 
ot his Countenance, and thro' the 


do I teach you inflead of all Inheritance: 
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"ſaying,Kyep the Lords 


of Benjamin. 
Commandments til he mom; £ 52 27 the of 
reveal his ſaving health | 


Jac b, ſitting at his right hand with 
Joy fulaeſs. Then 


in him, ſhall rejoyce with him at that 


time. And all thee ſhall rife again to 


Glory, and the refidue unto ſhame. 


And the Lord ſhall firſt of all judge 
Tjrael for the unrighteouſneſs committed 
againſt him, becauſe they believed not in 
God that came in the fleſh to deliver. 
Then ſnall he judge all Nations, as ma- 
ny as believed not in him when he ap- 


peared upon Earth, and he ſhall reprove 


1/:ael among the choſen of the Gentiles, © 


as he reproved Ej/au in ths Medianites, 
that ſeduced his brethren by *Fornica- 


tion and Idolatry, who were eſtranged 
from God, and fell away from the wid. 
feared not God. But if you walk in 1 


heritance of the Children, becauſe they 


— 
— 
Wy 


1 

" - 1 45 A 
unto all Nations. Then ſhall ye fee F. 
noch, Noah, Sem, Abraham, Iſaac and 


ſhall we riſe alſo e- 3 l 
very of us to his * 

own Sceptre, worſhipping thc ing of 
Heaven, which appeared on Earth in ttie- 
baſe ſhape of Man, As many as believe 


CA 
On 
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[Holineſs before the Lord, ye ſhall dwell 
in Hope again in me, and all 7/a:/ ſhall 
be gathered to the Lord, and I ſhall no 
more be called a ravening Wolf, tor 
eur Robberies fakes, but I ſhall be cal. 
ed the Lord's Work- man, which gi- 
veth Food unto ſuch as do good. And 
my Seed {hall be raiſed up the be- 
| _— 0 tbe Na- whoſe voice ſhall be 
e of Cori heardupon the earth, 
and he ſhall give new Knowledge, and 


| enlighten all Nations with Light of Un- 


derſtanding, and ſhall come up to fave 
el. He ſhall take from them as a 
Wolf, and give to the Synagogue of the 
ll has _ Gentiles, and conti- 


i of the Genciles to the Worlds end. He 


Melody in the Mouths of all Men, and 
his doings and ſayings ſhall be written 
in Holy Books. He {ſhall be the Lord's 
| Darling for evermore. 3 as 3 
ing bim, my Father 
eee ede Jau caught me, 
bins, He Gul e 
eie default: of thy Tribe. And 
be had ended theſe ſayings, he 


loved of the Lord, 


=  Chrift deſcribed. nue in thesy nagogue 


ſhall be among their Princes as muſical | 


ol Benjamin, &c. 
randed his Children to can,; 
Ines out of Fgypt, and to bury che. 
1 Hebron by his Fathers. So Benjamin 
ied an hundred five and twenty years 

Qld, in a good Age, and they put him 

in a Coffin, and in and 

eleventh year before 
the. Ifraelites out of Fgypr, 


their brethren conveyed their Father's 


bones privily again into the Land of 
Canaan, and but jied him in Hebron, at 
the Feet of lits Fathers, and returned 
again our of the Land of Canaan, and 
dwelt in Egypt, till the day of their 
departure thence all togetner. 
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e See 


nne theſe Teſtaments of the Twelve ea a- 
kriarchs were firſt found, and by whoſe 
5 means they were Tranſla ted out of Greek. 


Wy into Latin. : 

F, | 10 N 65 8 — 

91 ; Tien. eſtament: wer hide and collated a long 
85 Ane, ſo as +» Teachers and the Ancient Iuter- 


den, * 20s foo: chem. Which thing haps 
eee througo ee ſpigbifulneſs the Jews 
7 udp by reaſon of of the mtoſt 4 g WAA 3 
opbecies of . that are written in them, did hide 
hen a long while, At length the Greeks' being very 
nmarrou Pes out of Ancient Writings, ſougbt theſe 
4 „Tel elpments warily, and got them more warily, and 
Danſlucd them fairbfully out of Hebrew into Greek. 
A *Nevertbeleſs” this Writing continued yet ſtill unkyown, 
beanie there; was not any Man to be fr that 
un, Nihil both in the Greek and Latin, nor any In- 
I N oh might procure the Tranſlation of this noble 
Work, until the Time of Robert the Second, Sa- 
2 named Groaſthead Biſhop of Lincoln, who ſont Ali. 
1 gen fearcbes'q as far as Greece, to ferch him a Copy 
„ the”, ald Mfiting, At hout reſpeFt of their Charges, 
3 which 2 5 moſt J. erally. Therefore to continue the 
'- Memories of thoſe maſt lightſomeProphbeczes,totbe ftrength- 
3 ny Chriſtian Faith, that reverend Bi/hop did in the 
4 our Lord, 21242, Tranſlate them painfully and 
. . 9/7 b A for word our of Greek into Latin (in 
"wb wy +0 Tougnes'be Was counted very Shilful ). by the 
5 Mr, Fiche Greek, Parſon tar the Church of 
ani Chaplain to the "Abbot of K. Albans, to 
0 tb that by that means the evident Prophecies 
A A ae Tine more bright than the day-light, might the 
More 8/orrouſe iy cone abroad to the grearer confuſion of 
welews, and F all Hereticks, and enemies of the 
of. . r pane oy 1 14 ever. 


